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PREFACE. 



The ag6: iil which we live is characterised by many 
thingl which the Christian contemplates with a holy 
sAijafa^on $ but there exists, also, much to excite grief 
&nd produce alarm. The continued existence and pro- 
gressive -sucoess. of the efforts made by societies and 
iadividualsi — in many, would it might be said, in most 
casesj-^under the impulse of faith in the Redeemer's 
promhies,' love .to the souls of men, and zeal for the 
gloiey of -Jehovah, to disseminate the Gospel at home 
aad abroad, and make the benefits and blessings it con- 
fears c6->extensive with the wrecks of the Fall and the 
ravages of sin, — must awaken delight in every well- 
regulated, Christian mind ^* Many run to and fro, and 
kbowledge is widely increased." May it advance till 
<< the dearth be filled with the knowledge of the Lordy 
as the waters cover the sea/' 

But, on the' other hand, .how many evils exist and 
abound, over; which every one must weep, whose heart 

is filled with the love of God and of " the bre- 
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thren !" How vast the dbpropiortion between profes- 
sion and reality, in all the churches of Christ ! The 
' offence of the cross/ as regards either the preaching 
of Christ crucified, or attendance on the ministry of 
such as preach him, has nearly ^ ceased :' and to talk in 
the language of the Gospel, and associate with the re- 
ligious, and approve, at leasts of their benevolent doings, 
is to be fashionable rather than to be persecuted. 

Then, how deplorably do discord and contention 
prevail among the professed dbciples of ^ one Lord ; 
because, on some minor topics of opinion, they differ in 
sentiment ! In England and Scotland, within the last 
half dozen years, has not this state of things grown up, 
with an almost incredible rapidity, into a fearful magni- 
tude ? A fiery ordeal all profess to believe to be at 
no great distance ; but, instead of growing unity, the 
result of predominating love, there are increasing 
< schisms' and divisions among the members of the 
body of Christ ; and intolerance seems strong, often, in 
proportion to the comparative insignificance of the 
topics that produce diversities of judgment. 

Still further, is there not a growing rage for novel- 
ties, to minister to a morbid love of excitement ? Is 
not the mental constitution of many so diseased, that 
it requires the action of continual stimulants ? And in 
the habitual indulgence of such a spirit, has not all 
concern for the salvation of perilling multitudes^ 
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that meet the eye at ev^ turn, been suffered to ex- 
pire? 

The writer is not one of those who can discover 
nothing but what is evil in the general church at the 
present day ; nor does he love to dweD on the less fssd- 
nating features of her members ; nor is he a gloomy 
alarmist, who can foresee nothing but desolation and 
woe. But with fervent thanksgivings to God, for what 
He has done and is doing for His church, and in full 
&ith of the certain bestowment of all that He has 
promised, he would hold up existing evils to the view 
of the Brethren, that they may be excited to humilia- 
tion, watchfulness, and prayer. 

It has been thought that it might, through the bless- 
ing of God, aid in effecting this object, were the atten- 
tion of Christians directed to their essential oneness in 
all the grand characteristics of their common Christia- 
nity ; and to the views of those who, in these countries, 
have been instrumental in the plantation and establish- 
ment among us of the Gospel, with its privileges and 
blessings. Their views of divine truth were essentially 
the same with those of the servants of God in every 
preceding period: for, while error is multiform and 
variable, truth is ona and immutable. ^^ Thus saith the 
Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see ; and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way : and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls*" 
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With this design the foUowiDg little work has been 
undertaken. It consists of the summaries of faith an4 
practice, originally framed by those who, were in^u- 
mental, under God, in giving to these lands all that is va- 
luable in their religious, — and even their civil privileges ; 
and which are still held by the great body of professed 
believers. That, in all their leading outUnes, they -are 
founded upon < the ap6stleg.andprot)hets,' will b^ ^ob- 
vious from a careful and ^^suidid !euunkiation..of (^h^ 
passages of Scripture appended as poroofs o£ the s|3|t.ef 
ments they contain. Thatiihey are in sut)stance.^h9 
same with those formulas employed by the churches — 
immediately subsequent to the Apostolic age, and pri^r 
to the rise of "the great apostacy"-T-for asserting the 
truth and condenining "error,' might be. e|isilyshown> 
And when the glorious Reformation took place, an4 
»to use the language of Miltoni,— " Then was the sacred 
Bible sought out of the diisty cohiers where pro£me 
fabehood and neglect, had thrown, it^.. the schools 
opened, divine and hutn^m learning rake|d out.of the 
embers of forgotten tongues, the pnnces and icities 
trooping apace to the neW-er^ted banner of salvation ; 
the martyrs, with the unredistible might of weakness, 
shaking the powers of darkness, and scorning the £ery 
rage of the old red dragon ;'* — ^when Luther, and the 
rest of the glorious band of his coadjutors and follow- 
ers, swept away the errors and superstitions wherewith 
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the fair face of the church had been covered and de- 
ibrmed, and adopted the plan which had been em- 
ployed before, for exhibiting truth and condemning 
error, that both might be contrasted with the infallible 
oracles of God, by publishing the Augsburg, Hel- 
vetic, and other " Confessions " — as theirs were in sub- 
stance identical with those of the church in her purest 
times, so are these which follow, in all vital points, the 
same with theirs. No infallibility, nor even authority, 
18 claimed for them on account of the men who com- 
piled them, — however learned, eminent, and holy many 
of them were : they would, themselves, have been the 
very first to disclaim all such pretensions^ and to say, 
" Be ye followers of us," in so fwr as " we are of 
Christ." « To the law and to the testimony." But 
to every sober-minded Christian it must be satisfactory 
to find that, amid all the changes in outward circum- 
stances, and all the varieties of forms and rites, — ^in 
every age the faith and the practice of the church has 
been identical ; and it must teach such persons to cling 
to and contend for these, instead of attaching undue 
importance to modes and opinions that have been con- 
stantly varying. 

The practice of exhibiting what the church has con- 
ceived to be the truth, and condemning the errors 
which, from time to time, were broached and propa- 
gated by its enemies, has been adopted from the be- 
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ginmng ; and ^till prevails. With the view of showingy 
still further, the hainnony which ewi& among thoge 
who " hold the . Head," even under the most diverfie 
forms of eOclesia^ical polity, — ^to the mpre anciently 
published <^eeds ^opted in these countries, is added 
*^ The Declaration of the Congregational Churches/* . 

That '^ Ci>nfes9iops,'' like other things, may be 
abused, — on the OU^ hand, by being ^in/^c^c? upon unwill- 
ing consciences by the fear of loss or the hope of emolu- 
ment, — and on th6 other adopted^ hypocritically, from, 
sinister designs, by mlprindpled individuals,— is at 6nce 
adioaitted ; but that, when properly usedy they Are ini- 
portant and warrantable, is by the common practice of 
all the orthodox churches admitted aiid sanctioned. 
They evince the sense in which Scripture is under- 
stood, — exhibit the union of the friends of truth, i^ 
the assertion of its principles and testifying agfdnst 
corruptions,— and . l*y the foimdatipn for harmony, in 
the '^ walking toget;her" of, those if'ho are thus 
" aareed." 

The only body of |)rofessed Christians that revise 
to publish . a statement of th^ii; belief is that of the 
self-named Unitarians ; but as theirs is rather a system 
of not heUmnng thanio{ faith, and as almost every vct- 
rietyoi error .may .be: fqu^d to^jiestje under, the shelter 
of the generic name,' the exception is, perhaps, the less 
to be :either ^fronderQ^L.-iit orjr^f^ted. • 
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A brief account of the documents which follow will 
not be uniKceptable to the rieader. 

The first contains ^ The Articles^ of the Episcopal 
Church of Ireland, drawn up by the illustrious Ussher, 
then Professor of Divinity in Trinity College, Dublin, 
and adopted in 161 5. At this period the Irish Church 
was a distinct and independent national church ; and it 
was conceived more consistent with her character, to 
frame ^^ articles of belief for herself, than to adopt 
(hose of the sister Church of England. They are fM 
and espplicU in asserting the doctrines usually called 
Calvinistic or Evangelical ; and include, almost verbatim) 
the ^^ Lambeth Articles." These were nine in number ; 
and were so called from having been drawn up at Lam- 
beth Palace, under the direction of Archbishop Whit- 
gift and others, in order to check the rising opposition 
to the doctrine of Predestination and the other truths 
connected therewith, which had been recently made, 
especially at Oxford. While these articles are charac- 
terised by the greatest decision as to. doctrine, they 
were framed, in accordance with the well-loiown anxi- 
etiis of their celebrated compiler, with such latitude as 
to diurch government, as to admit the uniting of all 
orthodox Protestants in one church. ^ 

Next follow « The Articles of the United Church." 
There had been, at various periods, after the Reforma- 
tion in Eng^d, published summaries of faith to be 
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subscribed by the clergy, and to be considered as exhi- 
biting the national belief; and in particular, in the 
reign of Edward VI. Upon these, principally, the 
" Thirty-nine Articles" are founded ; they passed the 
Convocation first in 1562, and received the royal au- 
thority ; were subsequently ratified at various periods ; 
and are now, in subordination to the Holy Scriptures, 
the standard of doctrine to the United Church. With 
less latitude as to forms and rites than those of the 
Irish Church, they are, as to doctrine, when fairly in- 
terpreted, and in accordance with the well-known sen- 
timents of their compilers, not less decidedly Calvinis- 
tic; so much so, that no orthodox Presbyterian or 
Independent would hesitate to declare his belief of 
their contents. These, with some slight alterations, 
not affecting doctrine, are adopted by the << Episcopal 
Church of America." 

Next follows " The Confession of Faith" drawn up 
at Westminster, with the view of being a bond of union 
to the Protestants of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 
and adopted afterwards by the Church of Scotland, 
Commissioners from which assisted in its compilation, 
and which is now held, not only by the Established 
Church of Scotland, but by the " Synod of Ulster," 
and the '^ United Secession" Synods in Scotland and 
Ireland, — as also by the ^< Greneral Assembly" of the 
Presbyterian Church of America, and the different 
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bodies of Seceders there. In point of doctrine^ it is 
more minute and specific than either of the former 
documents, but is in substance the same ; while it as- 
serts the system of church polity known by the name 
Presbyterian. 

To these we have appended a more modem docu- 
ment, published by the associated " Congregational*' 
churches of England, and adopted by their brethren 
in Scotland and Ireland ; which is valuable, — though, 
if *' the Confession of Faith," as has been thought, L$ 
too minutCy this on the other hand may by some be 
deemed defective on the score of omissiony — as indicat- 
ing that those who most widely differ from the Esta- 
blished Churches of the empire, yet hold, in most essen- 
tial points, the same articles of f(uth and practice with 
them. The Congregationalists of America are one 
with their brethren in Britain, in regard to the great 
doctrines of the Gospel. And the " Baptists," — ^though 
we cannot append any " creed" publicly issued, and 
generally adopted, — awhile their form of church govern- 
ment is " Congregational," and their only other differ- 
ence from Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Indepen- 
dents, is in reference to the ordinance whence they 
derive their distinctive appellation, — in Great Britain 
and America, and throughout the world, hold substan- 
tially the same doctrines as those published in the 
documents subjoined to these remarks. 
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In truth there is, upon all points that each considers 
essential, substantud oneness ; and the hair-spun eUs^ 
tincHons that are sometimes ^tened on, hy pious and 
well-meaning — though often iU-informed and wrong- 
headed — individuals of any or of all these denomina- 
tions, must he looked upon as the productions of mor- 
bid and ill-regulated minds : the exceptions, which 
prove the rule. 

But while this little compilation is put forth with the 
view of manifesting the unity in essential truth, — 
under great diversity of outward form and govern- 
ment, — of the professing Protestants of the world; 
and with the view of exciting, at least, caution — ere 
sentiments at variance with them are entertained^ and 
separation from those who hold them, practised — is it 
meant to he insinuated, that agreement in the confes- 
sion of such truths is enough ? That if any one only 
subscribes articles containing them, he is safe ? That 
every one who shall avouch a cordial belief in them is, 
therefore, to be recognized, — ^irrespective of all other 
considerations, — as a member of Christ ? No : there 
may be the recognition of truth without the feeling 
of its power, and agreement in sentiment without 
union to Christ. 

The TRum is important; and in the unity of its 
reception and maintenance, there is a ground of union 
and bond of love to all its Mends ; but there may be 
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acquaintance with its doctrines^ and firmness in con- 
tending for them and opposing errors, without its vital 
influence, felt and evinced. Many call the Redeemer 
Lord, but do not the things he requires ; and all pro- 
fessions of the knowledge of Him and relationship to 
Him, without the subjection of the whole being to his 
authority, will, in the end, prove utterly worthless. It 
is the knowledge of the truth which makes free, — ^in 
which there is eternal life : but this knowledge is not 
the result of the application of mind to the record, 
but of the application of '' the truth as it is in Jesus" 
to the mind by the Holy Spirit. Anxious, then, to 
bring to the recognition and profession of the great 
truths of Christianity, all into whose hands this work 
may come, we are, if possible, still more anxious to 
have the hearts of those who receive them pervaded 
by their influence and subdued to their authority ; to 
have Him who is the Truth enthroned in their souls, 
as their deliverer from the power and love of sin, no 
less than from its curse and condemnation ; as the ob- 
ject of their supreme love and homage, no less than of 
their confidence and regard. Without this, — ^however 
correct the creed, however sound the views, — " I 
NEVER KNEW YOU," must be his sentence at the last. 

In fine— Some member of the Church of Rome 
may, perchance, look into these pages. If so, he will 
see, that all the objections to Protestantism, from the 
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discrepancy of belief among its members, are futile and 
invalid ; that these diversities regard modes of govern- 
ment and forms of worship, — not essential principles ; 
that there is tenfold more diversity in the Church of 
Rome, notwithstanding her boasted unity ; and that, 
while Protestantism is unity in vitals amid diversity of 
forms, Romanism is external uniformity, to the destruc- 
tion of all for which unity is valuable. 

" Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make (those who receive the truth in the love of it) per- 
fect in every good work to do his will, working in (them) 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.'* 
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ARTICLES OF REIJGION AGREED UPON BY THE ARCH- 
BISHOPS AND BISHOPS, AND THE B^ST OF THE CLERGY 
OF IRELAND, IN THE CONVOCATION HOLDEN AT DUB- 
LIN, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD l6l5, FOR THE 
AVOIDING OF DIVERSITIES OF OPINIONS, AND THE 
ESTABLISHING OF CONSENT TOUCHING TRUE RELI- 
GION. 

N. & In Uieie articlei are oomprdiended, almost word for word, the nine 
anktes, iQreed on at Isunbetli, the SOth of November, IfiOS. Thii mark « 
points at each (tf them, and their number, 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND THE THREE CREEDS. 

1. The ground of our religion, and the rule of faith, 
and all saving truth, is the word of God, contained in 
the Holy Scripture. 

2. By the name of Holy Scripture we understand all 
the canonical hooks of the Old and New Testament, 
viz. 

OF the OLD TESTAMENT. 

The five books of Moses, Hie first and second (rf Kings, 

Joshui, The first and second of Chronicles, 

Judges, Eira, 

Ruth« Nehemiah, 

The fim and aeoond of Samud, Esther, 

B 
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Job, Jeremiidi, his prophecy sod Lamen. 

TuJma, tation, 

FfDvertM, Ezddel, 

Eodesiastes, Daniel 

The Songof SotomoD, The twelve lev propbeli; 

iMiah, 



OP THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The Gospds aooonliiig to Hattbew* The First and Second E^iatle to tb^ 

Hark, Thessalonians, 

Luke^ The First and Second Egitiae to Ti- 

JctkUf mothy» 

The Acts of the Apostles, Titus, 

The£^;HstleofStFauItottibSomaDS, Philemon, 

The First and Second Epistle to the Hd>rew8, 

Corinthians, The Epistle of St Jamei^ 

Oalatiana, Thetwo£|)istles|]f St FMer, 

Ephesians, The three ^istles of St John, 

Philippians, St Jude, 

CokMsians, The Revelation of St John. 



All which we acknowledge to be given by the inspi' 
ration of God, and in that regard to be of most certain 
credit and highest authority. 

3. The other books, commonly caQed Apocryphal, 
did not proceed from such inspiration, and, therefore, 
are not of sufficient authority to establish any point of 
doctrine ; but the church doth read them as books con- 
taining many worthy things for example of life and in- 
struction of manners. 

SUCH ARE THESE FOLLOWING : 

The third book of Esdras, Baruch, with the Epistle of Jeremiah 

The fourth book of Eniras, The Song of the Three children. 

The book of Tobias, Susannah, 

The book of Judith, Bel and the Dragon, 

Additions to the book of Esther, The Prayer of Manasses, 

The book of Wisdom, The first book of Maccabees, 
The book of Jesus, the Son of SIndi, The second book of VMoaben. 
called Eccletfiasticusk 
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4. The Seriptur^ ought to be traiiBlated out of the 
original tongues into dl languages, for the common use 
of all men. Neither is any person to be discouraged 
from reading the Bible in such a language as he doth 
understand, but seriously exhorted to read the same 
with gteat humility and reverence, as a special means to 
bring him to the true knowledge of God, and of his own 
duty. 

5. Although there be some hard things in the Scrip- 
ture, (especially such as have proper relation to the 
times in which they were first uttered, and prophecies 
of things which were afterward to be fulfilled), yet all 
things necessary to be known unto everlasting salvation, 
are clearly delivered therein ; and nothing of that kind 
ia spokna under dark mysteries in one place, which is 
aot in other places spoken more familiarly and plainly, 
to the capacity both of learned and unlearned. 

6. The Holy Scriptures contain all things neces- 
sary to salvation, and are able to instruct sufficiently in 
all points of faith that we are bound to beUeve, and all 
good duties that we are bound to practise. 

7* All and every the articles contained in the Nicene 
ereed, the creed of Athanasius, and that which is com- 
monly called the Apostles' creed, ought firmly to be re- 
ceived and believed, for they may be proved by most 
certain warrant of Holy Scripture. 

OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 

S* There is but one living and true God, everlasting, 
without body, parts, or passions, of infinite power, wis- 
dom, and goodness; the maker and preserver of ail 
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things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 
Godhead there be three persons of one and the same 
substance, power, and eternity, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. 

9* The essence of the Father doth not beget the es- 
sence of the Son ; but the person of the Father beget- 
teth the person of the Son, by communicating his whole^ 
essence to the person begotten from eternity. 
• 10. The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory^ 
with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. 

OF god's eternal decree and predestination. 

11. God from all eternity did, by his unchangeable^ 
counsel, ordain whatsover in time should come to 
pass; yet so, as thereby no violence is offered to the- 
wills of the reasonable creatures, and neither the liberty 
nor the contingency of the second cause is taken away^ 
but established rather. 

* 12. <* By the same eternal counsel, God hath pre- 
destinated some unto life, and reprobated some 
unto death ; of both which there is a certain num- 
ber, known only to God, which can neither be i»- 
creased nor diminished.'^ 
13. Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose 
of God, whereby, before the foundations of. the world 
were laid, he hath constantly decreed in his secret 
counsel, to deliver from curse and damnation, those 
whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ unto everlasting salvation, as ves- 
sels made to honour. 
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^ IL 14. ^ The cause moving Gfod to predestinate 

unto Hfe, is not the foreseeing of fnth, ot of per- 

seterance, or of good works, or of any thing which 

k in the person predestinated, but only the good 

pleasure of God himself." 

Fot" all things being ordained for the manifestation 

of his glory, and his glory being to appear, both in the 

works of his mercy and of his justice, it seemed good 

to his heavenly wisdom to choose out a certain number 

towards whom he would extend his undeserved mercy, 

leaving ihe rest to be spectacles of his justice. 

15. Such as are predestinated unto life be called ac* 
oording unto God's purpose (his Spirit working in doe 
season), and through grace they obey the ealHng ; they 
be justified freely ; they be made sons of God by adop* 
tion 9 they be made like the image of his only*begotten 
Son Jesus Christ ; they waik religiously in good works, 
amd, at length, by God's mercy, they attain to ever- 
lasting felicity. 

* IV. << But such as are not predestinated to salva* 
tion, shall finally be condemned for their sins." 

16. > The godly consideration of predestination, and 
oar election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and un- 
-speakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in 
themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, morti- 
fying the works of the flesh, and their earthly mem- 
bers, and drawing np their minds to high and heavenly 
things, as well because it doth greatly confirm and esta- 
blish their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed 
through Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle their 
love towards God ; and on the contrary side, for curious 

and carnal persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have 

b3 
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continually before their eyes the sentence of God's 
predestination is very dangerous. 

17. We must receive Grod's promises in such wise as 
they he generally set forth unto us in Holy Scripture ; 
and in our doings, that will of God is to ^be followed, 
which we have expresdy declared unto us in the word 
of God. 



OF THE CREATION AND GOVERNMENT OF ALL THINGS. 

18. In the beginning of time, when no creature had 
any being, God, by his word alone, in the space of six 
days, created all things ; and afterward by his Provi- 
denee, doth continue, propagate, and order them, ac* 
cording to his own will. 

19* The principal creatures are angels and men. 

20. Of angels, some continued in that holy state 
wherein they were created, and are, by God's graces 
for ever established therein ; others fell from the same, 
and are reserved in chains of darkness unto the judg- 
ment of the great day. 

21. Man being at the beginning created according to 
the image of God (which consisted especially in the 
wisdom of his mind, and the true holiness of his free 
will), had the covenant of the law ingrafted in his heart, 
whereby God did promise unto him everlasting life^ 
upon condition that he performed entire and perfect 
obedience unto his commandpients, according to that 
measure of strength wherewith he was endued in his 
creation, and threatened death unto him if he did not 
perform the 8ame» 
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OF THE FALL OF MAN, OEIOINAL SIN, AND THE STATE 
OF MAN BEFORE JUSTIFICATION. 

22. By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death hy sin, and so death went over all men, foras- 
much as all have sinned. 

23. Original sin standeth not in the imitation of 
Adam (as the Pelagians dream), hut is the fault and 
cormption of the nature of every person that naturally 
is engendered and propagated from Adam, whereby it 
cometh to pass, that man is deprived of original righ- 
teousness, and by nature is bent unto sin ; and there- 
fore in every person bom into the world, it deserveth 
God's wrath and damnation. 

24. This corruption of nature doth remain even in 
those that are regenerated, whereby the flesh always 
losteth against the Spirit, and cannot be made subject 
to the law of God. And howsoever, for Christ's sake, 
there be no condemnation to such as are regenerate 
and do believe ; yet doth the apostle acknowledge, that 
in itself this concupiscence hath the nature of sin. 

* IX. 25. " The condition of man, after the fall of 
Adam, is such, that he cannot turn and prepare 
himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith, and calling upon God." 
Wherefore we have no power to do good works, pleas- 
ing and acceptable unto God, without the grace of God 
preventing us, that we may have a good will, and work- 
ing with us when we have that good will. 

26. Works done before the grace of Christ, and the 
inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasing unto God, 
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forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, 
neither do they make men meet to receive grace (or, 
as the school authors say, deserve grace of congruity) ; 
yea rather, for that they are not done in such sort that 
God hath willed and commanded them to b^ done, we 
doubt not but they are sinful. 

27* All sins are not equal, but some far more hei- 
nous than others ; yet the very least is of its own na- 
ture mortal, and without God's mercy making the of- 
fender liable unto everlasting damnation. 

28. God is not the author of sin : howbeit he doth 
not only permit, but also by his providence govern and 
order the same, guiding it in such sort by his infinite 
wisdom, as it tumeth to the manifestation of his own 
glory, and to the good of his elect. 

OP CHRIST^ THB MEDIATOR OF THE SECOND COVENANT. 

29. The Son, which is the Word of the Father, be- 
gotten from everlasting of the Father, the true and 
eternal God, of one substance with the Father, took 
man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, of her 
substance ; so that two whole and perfect natures, that 
is to say, the Godhead and manhood, were inseparably 
joined in one person, making one Christ, very God 
and very man. 

30. Christ, in the truth of our nature, was made like 
unto us in all things, sm only excepted, from which he 
was clearly void, both in his life and in his nature. 
He came as a lamb without spot to take away the sins 
of the world, by the sacrifice of himself once made, and 
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sin (as St. John saith) was not in liim. He fulfiOed 
the law for us perfectly; for our sakes he endured 
most grievous torments immediately in his soul, and 
most painful sufferings in his body. He was crucified 
and died to reconcile his Father unto us ; and to be a 
sacrifice not only for original guilt, but also for all our 
actual tran^essions. He was buried, and descended 
into hell, and the third day rose from the dead, and 
took again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things ap- 
pertaining to the perfection of man's nature, wherewith 
he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the right 
hand of his Father, until he return to judge all men at 
the last day^ 



OF THE COMMUNICATING OF THE GRACE OF CHRIST. 

31. They are to be condemned that presume to say, 
that every man shall be saved by the law or sect which 
he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his life 
according to that law and the light of nature ; for Holy 
Scripture doth set out unto us only the name of Jesus 
Christ whereby men must be saved. 

* 32. VIII. ^^ None can come unto Christ unless it 
be given unto him, and unless he draw him. And 
all men are not so drawn by the Father, that they 
may come unto the Son ; [* VII.] neither is there 
such a sufficient measure of grace vouchsafed unto 
every man, whereby he is enabled to come unto 
everlasting life.** ^ 

33. All God's elect are in their time inseparably 
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iftoited unto Chri^ by the effBcttifeit and Vital ioflii^iee 
tf the Holy Grhost, derived from him, as from the head» 
iibIo dTery true tneibber of his mystical body. And 
Vebg thus made one with Ckrist, they are tuily regene- 
rated, and made partakers of himimd all his benefits. 

OF JUSTIFtCATION AND PAITH. 

34. We ai<e accounted righteous before God, ofokf 
for the merit of our IxMrd and Saviour Jesus Christ, ap- 
plied by fakh, and not for our own works or merits. 
And this righteousness, which we so receive of GocFa 
mercy and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is takeiiy. 
accepted, and allowed of God, for our perfect and fiill 
justification. 

35. Although this justification be free unto us, yet 
it Cometh not so freely unto us, that there is no ransom 
paid therefbre at all. God shewed his mercy m de^- 
vering us from our former Captivity, without reqidring 
my ransom to be paid, or amends to be made, on our 
parts, which thing, by us, had been impossible to be 
done. And whereas aH the world was not able of them- 
selves to pay any part towards their ransom, it pleased 
bur heavenly Father, of his infinite mercy, without any 
desert of ours, to provide for us the most precious 
merits of his own Son, whereby our ransom might be 
ftllly paid, the law fulfilled, and his justice f^Uy satis- 
fied; so that Christ is now the righteousness of all 
them that truly believe in him : he for them paid their 
ransom by his death ; he for them fulfilled the law in his 
^e ; that now in him, and by him, every true Chris- 
tian man may be called a fiilfiUer of the law ; forasmuch 
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as that wfakh our infinnity wat not aUe to effMty 
Cbrigfi jvatioe hath performed ; and thu& the justiee 
md mercy of God do embrace eadi other^ the grace of 
God not shuttiiig out the justice of God in the matter 
of our justification, but only shutting out the justice of 
man (that is to say, the justice of our own works) from 
being any cause of deserving ottr justification. 

36* When we say, that we are justified by faith only^ 
we do not mean, that the said justifying feuth is alone in 
man without true repentance, hope, charity, and the 
fear of Grod (for such a faith is dead, and cannot jus- 
tify) ; neither do we mean, that this our act to believe 
in Christ, or tlus our fedth in Christ, which is within u^ 
doth of itself justify us, or deserve our justification unto 
us (for that were to account ourselves to be justified by 
the virtue or dignity of something that is within our- 
selves) ; but the true understanding and meaning there- 
of is, that although we hear God's word, and believe it ; 
although we have faith, h6pe, charity, repentance, and 
the fear of God, within us, and add never so many good 
works thereunto, yet we must renounce the merit of all 
our said virtues, of faith, hope, charity, and all our 
other virtues and good deeds, which we either have 
done, shall do, or can do, as things that be far too weak 
and imperfect, and insufficient, to deserve remission of 
our sins, and our justification ; and, th^efore, we must 
trust only in God's mercy, and the merits of his most 
dearly beloved Son, our only Redeemer, Saviour and 
Justifier, Jesus Christ* Nevertheless, because faith 
doth directly send us to Christ for omr justification, and 
that by faith, given us of God, we embrace the pro« 
mise of God's mercy, and the remission of our sins 
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(which thing none other of our virtues or works pro- 
perly doth), therefore the Scripture useth to say, that 
feith without works, and the ancient fathers of the 
diurch to the same purpose, that only faith doth jus- 
tify us. 

37* By justifying faith we understand, not only the 
common belief of the articles of the Christian religion, 
and a persuasion of the truth of God's word in general, 
but also a particular application of the gracious promises 
of the gospel to the comfort of our own souls, whereby 
we lay hold on Christ with aU his benefits, having an 
earnest trust and confidence in God, that he will be 
merciful unto us for his only Son's sake. 

* VI. " So that a true believer may be certain, by 
the assurance of faith, of the f(H*giveness of his 
sins, and of his everlasting salvation by Christ." 
38. * V. "A true, lively, justifying faith, and the 
sanctifying Spirit of God, is not extinguished, nor 
vanisheth away in the regenerate, either finally or 
totally." 

OF SANCTIFICATION AND GOOD WORKS. 

39* All that are justified are likewise sanctified, their 
faith being always accompanied with true repentance 
and good works. 

40. Repentance is a gift of God, whereby a godly 
sorrow is wrought in the heart of the faithful for offend- 
ing God, their merciful Father, by their former trans* 
gressions, together with a constant resolution for the 
time to come to cleave unto (rod, and to lead a new 
life. 
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41. Albeit that good works, which are the fruits of 
fittth, and follow after justification, cannot make satis- 
iiiction for our sins, and endure the severity of God's 
judgment ; yet are they pleasing to Grod, and accepted 
of him in Christ, and do spring from a true and lively 

■ 

luth, which by them is to be discerned as a tree by the 

42. The works which God would have his people to 
walk in, are such as he hath commanded in his Holy 
Scripture, and not such works as men have debased out 
of their own brain, of a blind ceal and devotion, without 
the warrant of the word of God. 

43. The regenerate cannot fulfil the law of God per- 
fectly in this life, for in many things we offend all ; and 
if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

44. Not every heinous sin willingly committed after 
baptism, is sin against the Holy Ghost and unpardon* 
id>le ; and therefore, to such as fall into sin after bap- 
tism, place for repentance is not to be denied. 

45. Voluntary works, besides over and above God's 
commandments, which they call works of supereroga- 
tion, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety ; 
for by them men do declare, that they do not only ren- 
der unto God as much as they are bound to do, but 
that they do more for his sake than of bounden duty is 
required. 

OF THE SERVICE OF GOD. 

46. Our duty towards God, is to believe in him, to 

fear him, and to love him, with all our heart, with all 

c 
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our mind, and with all our soul, and with all our strength : 
to worship him, and to give him thanks, to put our 
whole trust in him, to call upon him, to honour his holy- 
name and his word, and to ^erve him truly all the days 
of our life. 

47* In all our necessities we ought to have recourse 
unto God by prayer, assuring ourselves that whatsoever 
we ask of the Father in the name of his Son (our only 
mediator and intercessor) Christ Jesus, and according 
to his will, he will undoubtedly grant it. 

48. We ought to prepare our hearts before we pray, 
and understand the things that we ask when we pray^ 
that both our hearts and voices may together sound in 
the ears of God's majesty. 

49* When Almighty God smiteth us with affliction, 
or some great calamity hangeth over us, or any other 
weighty cause so requireth, it is our duty to humble 
ourselves in fasting, to bewail our sins with a sorrowful 
heart, and to addict ourselves to earnest prayer, that it 
might please God to turn his wrath from us, or supply 
us with such graces as we greatly stand in need of. 

50. Fasting is a withholding of meat, drink, and all 
natural food, with other outward delights, from the body, 
for the determined time of fasting. << As for those ab- 
stinences which are appointed by public order of our 
state, for eating of fish, and forbearing of flesh at certain 
times and days appointed, they are no ways meant to be 
religious fasts, nor intended for the maintenance of any 
superstition in the choice of meats, but are grounded 
merely upon politic consideration, for provision of things 
tending to the better preservation of the common- 
wealth." 
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51. We must not fast with this persuasion of mind, 
that our fasting can bring us to heaven, or ascribe out- 
ward holiness to the work wrought ; for Grod alloweth 
not our fast for the work's sake (which of itself is a thing 
merely indifferent), but chiefly respecteth the heart, 
how it is affected therein ; it is therefore requisite, that 
first before all things we cleanse our hearts from sin, 
and then direct our fast to such ends as Grod will allow 
to be good ; that the flesh may thereby be chastisedj 
the spirit may be more fervent in prayer, and that our 
foisting may be a testimony of our humble submission to 
God's majesty, when we acknowledge our sins unto him 
and are inwardly touched with sorrowfulness of heart, 
bewailing the same in the affliction of our bodies. 

52. All worship devised by man's fantasy, besides or 
contrary to the Scriptures (as wandering on pilgrimages, 
setting up of candles, stations, and jubilees, pharisaical 
sects, and feigned religions, praying upon beads, and 
such-like superstition), hath not only no promise of re- 
ward in Scripture, but contrariwise threatenings and 
maledictions. 

53. All manner of expressing God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, in an outward form, is ut- 
terly unlawful ; as also all other images devised or made 
by man to the use of religion. 

54. All religious worship ought to be given to God 
alone, from whom all goodness, health, and grace, ought 
to be both asked and looked for, as from the very 
author and giver of the same, and from none other. 

55. The name of God is to be used with all reve- 
rence and holy respect, and therefore all vain and rash 
swearing is utterly to be condemned ; yet, notwith- 
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standing, upon lawful occasions, an oath may be giten 
ahd taken, according to the word of God, justice, judg»» 
ment, and truth. 

56. The first day of the week, which is the Lord's 
day, is wholly to be dedicated to the service of God, 
and, therefore, we are bound therein to rest from our 
common and daily business, and to bestow that leisurtt 
upon holy exercises, both public and private- 

OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE. 

57. The king's majesty under God hath the sove- 
reign and chief power, within his realms and dominions^ 
over all manner of persons, of what estate, either eccle- 
siastical or civil, soever they be, so as no other foreign 
power hath or ought to have any superiority over them* 

58. We do profess, that the supreme government of 
all estates within the said realms and dominions, in all 
causes, as well ecclesiastical as temporal, doth of right 
appertain to the king's highness. Neither do we give 
unto him hereby the administration of the word and 
sacraments, or the power of the keys, but that prero- 
gative only which we see to have been always given 
«hto all godly princes in Holy Scripture by God him- 
self ; that is, that he should contain all estates and de- 
grees committed to his charge by God, whether they 
be ecclesiastical or civil, within their duty, and restrain 
the stubborn and evil-doers with the power of the civil 
sword. 

59* The pope, neither of himself, nor by any autho- 
rity of the Church or see of Rome, or by any other 
means, with any other, hath any power or authority t^ 
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dffpos^ the king, or dispose of any of his kingdoms or . 
dominions, or to authorize any other prince to invade 
or annoy him, or his countries, or to discharge any of 
his subjects of their allegiance and obedience to his 
majesty, or to give license or leave to any of them to 
bear arms, raise tumult, or to offer any violence or hurt 
to his royal person, state, or government, or to any of 
bis subjects within his majesty's dominions. 

60. That princes which be excommunicated or de- 
prived by the pope may be deposed or murdered by 
their subjects, or any other whatsoever, is impious doc- 
trine. 

61. The laws of the realm may punish Christian men 
with death for heinous and grievous offences. 

62. It is lawful for Christian men, at the command- 
ment of the magistrate, to bear arms, and to serve in 
just wars. 

OF OUR DUTY TOWARDS OUR NEIGHBOURS. 

63. Our duty towards our neighbours, is to love 
them as ourselves, and to do to all men as we would 
they should do to us ; to honour and obey our supe- 
riors, to preserve the safety of men's persons, as also 
their chastity, goods, and good names; to bear no 
malice nor hatred in our hearts ; to keep our bodies in 
temperance, soberness, and chastity; to be true and 
just in all our doings ; not to covet other men's goods, 
but labour truly to get our own living, and to do our 
duty in that estate of life unto which it pleaseth God 
(o call us. 

64. For the preservation of the chastity of men's 

c3 
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persons, wedlodk is commanded unto all persons that 
stand in need thereof. Neither is there any prohibition 
by the word of God, but that the ministers of the 
church may enter into the state of matrimony, they 
being no wh^e commanded by God's law, either to 
vow the state of single Hfe, or to abstain from marriage ; 
therefore it is lawful also for them, as well as for all 
other Christian men, to marry at their own discretion, 
as they shall judge the same to serve better to godli- 
ness» 

. 65. The riches and goods of Christians are not com- 
mon, as touching the right, title, and possession, of the 
same, as certain Anabaptists falsely affirm; notwith- 
standing every man ought, of such things as he possess* 
eth, liberally to give alms to the poor, according to his 
ability. 

66. Faith given is to be kept, even with heretics and 
infidels. 

67* The Popish doctrine of equivocation and mental 
reservation is most ungodly, and tendeth plainly to the 
subversion of all human society* 

OP THE CHURCH AND OUTWARD MINISTRY OP THE 

GOSPEL. 

68. "There is but one catholic church (out of which 
there is no salvation), containing the universal company 
of all the saints that ever were, are, or shall be, gathered 
together in one body, under one head, Christ Jesus : 
part whereof is already in heaven triumphant, part as 
yet militant here upon earth. And because this chufch 
consisteth of all those, and those alone whidi are elected 
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by God unto salvation, and regenerated by the power 
of his Spirit, the number of whom is known only unto 
God himself, therefore it is called the catholic or uni- 
versal, and the invisible church. 

69> But particular and visible churches (consisting of 
those who make profession of the faith of Christ, and 
live under the outward means of salvation) be many in 
number ; wherein the more or less sincerely, according 
to Christ's institution, the word of God is taught, the 
sacraments are administered, and the authority of the 
keys used is, the more or less pure as such churches to 
be accounted. « 

70. Although in the visible church the evil be ever 
mingled with the good ; and sometimes the evil have 
chief authority in the ministration of the word and sa- 
craments, yet forasmuch as they do not the same in 
their own name but in Christ's, and minister by his 
commission and authority, we may use their ministry 
both in hearing the word and in receiving the sacra- 
ments. Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance 
taken away by their wickedness, nor the grace of God's 
gifts diminished from such as by faith do rightly receive 
the sacraments ministered unto them, which are effec? 
tual, because of Christ's institution and promise, although 
they be ministered by evil men. Nevertheless, it ap- 
pertaineth to the discipline of the church, that inquiry 
be made of evil ministers, and that they be accused by 
those that have knowledge of their offences, and finally, 
being found guilty by just judgment, be deposed. 

71* It is not lawful for any man to take upon him 
the office of public preaching, or ministering the sacra- 
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ments of the church, unless he be first lawfully called, 
and sent to execute the same. And those we ought to 
judge lawfully eddied and sent, which be chosen and 
called to this work by men who have public authority 
given them in the church to call and send ministers into 
the*Lord's vineyard. 

72. To have public prayer in the church, or to ad- 
minister the sacraments in a tongue not understood of 
the people, is a thing plainly repugnant to the word of 
God and the custom of the primitive church. 

73. That person which by public denunciation of the 
church, is rightly cut off from the.Hinity of the church, 
and excommunicate, ought to be taken of the whole 
multitude of the faithful as a heathen and a publican, 
until by repentance he be openly reconciled and received 
into the church, by the judgment of such as have au- 
thority in that behalf. 

74. God hath given power to his ministers not sim- 
ply to forgive sins (which prerogative he hath reserved 
6nly to himself), but in his name to declare and pro- 
nounce unto such as truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
lieve his holy gospel, the absolution and forgiveness of 
sins. Neither is it God's pleasure that his people should 
be tied to make a particular confession of all their 
known sins unto any mortal man ; howsoever, * any 
person, grieved in his conscience upon any special 
cause, may well resort unto any godly and learned 
minister, to receive advice and comfort at his hands. 
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OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH, GENERAL COUN- 
CILS, AND BISHOP OP ROME. 

75. It is not lawful for the church to ordain any 
thing that is contrary to God's word ; neither may it so 
expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to 
another. Wherefore, although the church be a wit- 
ness, and a keeper of holy writ, yet, as it ought not to 
decree any thing against the same, so besides the same 
ought it not to enforce any thing to be believed upon 
necessity of salvation. 

76. General councils may not be gathered together 
without the commandment and will of princes ; and 
when they be gathered together (forasmuch as they be 
an assembly of men not always governed with the Spi- 
rit and word of God,) they may err, and sometimes have 
erred, even in things pertaining to the rule of piety ; 
wherefore things ordained by them as necessary to sal- 
vation, have neither strength nor authority, unless it 
may be shewed that they be taken out of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

77. Every particular church hath authority to insti- 
tute, to change, and clean to put away, ceremonies and 
other ecclesiastical rites, as they be superfluous, or be 
abused, and to constitute other, making more to seem- 
liness, to order, or edification. 

78. As the churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, have erred, so also the church of Rome hath 
erred, not only in those things which concern matters 
of practice and point of ceremonies, but also in matters 
of faith. 
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79. The pow^r which the bishop of Rome now chal- 
lengeth, to be the supreme head of the universal 
diurch of Christ, and to be above all emperors, kings, 
and princes, is a usurped power, contrary to the Scrip- 
tures and word of God, and contrary to the example of 
the primitive church, and, therefore, is for most just 
causes taken away and abolished, within the king's ma- 
jesty's realms and dominions. 

80. The bishop of Rome is so far from being the 
supreme head of the universal church of Christ, that his 
works and doctrine do plainly discover him to be that 
man of sin foretold in the Holy Scriptures, " whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his truth, and 
abolish with the brightness of his coming." 

OF THE STATE OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 

81. In the Old Testament the commandments 
of the law were more largely, and the promises of 
Christ more sparingly and darkly propounded; sha- 
dowed with a multitude of types and figures, and so 
much more generally and obscurely delivered, as the 
manifesting of them was farther off. 

82. The Old Testament is not contrary to the New ; 
for both in the Old and New Testament everlasting 
life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only 
mediator between God and man, being both God and 
man ; wherefore they are not to be heard, which feign 
that the old fathers did look only for transitory pro- 
mises, for they looked for all the benefits of God the 
Father, through the merits of his son Jesus Christ, as 
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we now do ; only they believed in Christ which should 
tome, we in Christ already come. 

83. The New Testament is full of grace and truth, 
bringing joyful tidings unto mankind, that whatsoever 
formeriy was promised of Christ is now accomplished : 
and so instead of the ancient types and ceremonies ex- 
hibiteth the things themselves, with a large and clear 
declaration of all the benefits of the gospel. Neither 
is the ministry thereof restrained any longer to one 
circumcised nation, but is indifferently propounded 
Hnto all people, whether they be Jews or Gentiles ; so 
that there is now no nation, which can truly complain 
that they be shut forth from the communion of saints, 
and the liberties of the people of God* 

84. Although the law given from God, by Moses, as 
touching ceremonies and rites, be abolished, and the 
civil precepts thereof be not of necessity to be received 
in any commonwealth ; yet, notwithstanding, no Chris- 
tian man whatsoever is freed from the obedience of the 
commandments which are called moral. 



OF THE SACRAMENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT* 

85. The sacraments ordained by Christ are not only 
badges or tokens of Christian men's profession, but Ta- 
ther certain sure witnesses, and effectual or powerful 
signs, of grace and God's good-will towards us, by. 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and not only 
quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our faith in 
him. 

86* There be two sacraments ordained of Christ 
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our Lord in the go^l, that is to say, baptism and the 
Lord's supper. 

87« Those five which by the church of Rome are 
called sacraments, to wit, confirmation, penance, orders, 
matrimony, and extreme unction, are not to be ac« 
counted sacraments of the gospel, being such as have 
partly grown from corrupt imitation of the apostles, 
partly are states of life allowed in the Scriptures, but 
yet have not like nature of sacraments with baptism 
and the Lord's supper, for that they have not any visi- 
ble sign or ceremony ordained of God, together with a 
promise of saving grace annexed thereunto* 

88. The sacraments were not ordained of Christ to 
be gazed upon, or to be carried about, but that we 
should duly use them. And in such only as worthily 
receive the same, they have a wholesome effect aud ope- 
ration ; but they that receive them unworthily, thereby 
draw judgment upon themselves. 

OF BAPTISM. 

89* Baptism is not only an outward sign of our pro- 
fession, and a note of difference, whereby Christians 
are discerned from such as are no Christians ; but much 
more, a sacrament of our admission into the church, 
sealing unto us our new birth (and consequently our 
justification, adoption, and sanctification) by the com- 
munion which we have with Jesus Christ. 

90. The baptism of infants is to be retained in the 
church as agreeable to the word of God. 
. 9L In the administration of baptism, exorcism, oil. 
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salt, spittle, and superstitious hallowing of the water, 
are for just causes abolished ; and without them the 
sacrament is fully and perfectly administered to all in- 
tents and purposes, agreeable to the institution of our 
Saviour Christ. 

OF THE LORD^S SUPPER. 

92. The Lord's supper is not only a sign of the mu- 
tual love which Christians ought to bear one towards 
another, but much more, a sacrament of our preserva- 
tion in the church, sealing unto us our spiritual nou- 
rishment, and continual growth in Christ. 

93. The change of the substance of bread and wine 
into the substance of the body and blood of Christ, 
commonly called transubstantiation, cannot be proved 
by holy writ, but is repugnant to plain testimonies of 
the Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, 
and hath given occasion to most gross idolatry and ma- 
nifold superstitions. 

94. In the outward part 6f the holy communion, the 
body and blood of Christ is in a most lively manner 
represented, being no otherwise present with the visible 
elements than things signified and sealed are present 
with the signs and seals ; that is to say, symboHcally 
and relatively. But in the inward and spiritual part, 
the same body and blood is really and substantially 
presented unto all those who have grace to receive the 
Son of God, even to all those that believe in his name. 
And unto such as in this manner do worthily and with 
faith repair unto the Lord's table, the body and blood 

D 
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of Christ is not only signified and offered, but also truly 
exhibited and communicated. 

95. The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, 
in the Lord's supper, only after a heavenly and spiri* 
tual manner; and the mean whereby the body of 
Christ is thus received and eaten, is faith. 

96. The wicked, and such as want a lively fedth, 
although they do carnally and visibly, as St. Augustine 
speaketh, press with their teeth the sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ, yet in no wise are they made 
partakers of Christ, but rather to their condemnation 
do eat and drink the sign or sacrament of so great a 
thing. 

97. Both the parts of the Lord's sacrament, accord- 
ing to Christ's institution, and the prac^ce of the an- 
cient church, ought to be ministered unto all God's 
people ; and it is plain sacrilege to rob them of the 
mystical cup, for whom Christ hath shed his most pre- 
cious blood. 

98. The sacrament of the Lord's supper was not by 
Christ's ordinance reserved^ carried about, lifted up, or 
worshipped. 

99* The sacrifice of the mass, wherein the priest is 
said to offer up Christ for obtaining the remission of 
pain or guilt for the quick and the dead, is neither 
agreeable to Christ's ordinance nor grounded upon 
doctrine apostolic : but contrariwise most ungodly, and 
most injurious to that all-sufficient sacrifice of our Sa- 
viour Christ, offered once for ever upon the cross, 
which is the only propitiation and satisfaction for all 
our sins. 
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100. Private mass, that is, the receiving the eucha- 
rist by the priest alone, without a competent number of 
communicants, is contrary to the institution of Christ. 



OP THE STATE OF THE SOULS OF MEN, AFTER THEY BB 
DEPARTED OUT OF THIS LIFE, TOGETHER WITH THE 
GENERAL RSSURRECTI6N AND THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

101. After this life is ended, the souls of God's 
children are presently received into heaven, there to 
enjoy unspeakable comforts ; the souls of the wicked 
are cast into hell, there to endure endless torments. 

102. The doctrine of the church of Rome concern- 
ing limbus patrum, limbus puerorunij purgatory, prayer 
for the dead, pardons, adoration of images and relics, 
and also invocation of saints, is vainly invented, without 
all warrant of Holy Scripture, yea, and is contrary to 
the same. 

103. At the end of this world the Lord Jesus shall 
come in the clouds with the glory of his Father ; at 
which time, by the almighty power of God, the living 
shall be changed, and the dead shall be raised, and all 
shall appear both in body and soul before his judgment- 
seat, to receive according to that which they have done 
in their bodies, whether good or evil. 

104. When the last judgment is finished, Christ shall 
deliver up the kingdom to his Father, and God shall be 
all in all. 
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THE DECREE OF THE SYNOD. 

If any minister, of what degree or quaHty soevei 
be, shall publicly teach any doctrine contrary to tl 
articles agreed upon ; if after due admonition be do 
conform himself, and cease to disturb the peace of 
church, let him be silenced, ahd deprived of all ^ 
tual promotions he doth enjoy » 
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ARTICLES 



THE ARTICLES 



OF THE 



OF THE 



CHURCH OFENGLAND. CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

Revised and altered by the 
assembly of divines at 
Westminister, in the 
year 1643, with Scrip- 
ture references. 



ARTICLE I. 

Cf Faith in the Holy 
Trinity, 

There is but one^ living 
and true God,* everlasting,^ 
without body, parts,* or 
passions,^ of infinite pow- 
er,^wisdom,''and goodness ;^ 
the maker and preserver 
of all things, both visible 
and invisible.^ And in 
unity of this Godhead 
there be three persons, of 
one substance, power, and 
eternity ; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost.10 



ARTICLE I. 

Of Faith in the Holy 
Trinity. 

There is but one living 
and true God, everlasting, 
without body, parts, or 
passions; of infinite pow- 
er, wisdom, and goodness ; 
the maker and preserver of 
all things, both visible and 
invisible. And in unity of 
this Godhead there be 
three persons, of one sub- 
stance power, and eter- 
nity, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. 



1 In.xlvi.9; lCor.TiiL4,6. « Jer. x. 10 ; 1 Thess. i. 9. spaalmxc. 2; 
Rom. xtL 2S. « Deut iv. 15, 16 : John iv. 24, with Luke xxiv. 39. & Acts 
xiv. 15 ; James L 17. « Jer. xxxii. 17, 87 ; Mark x. 87 . "> PBalm cxlvit 5 ; 
Rom. xi. 33. ^ pgalm cxix. (», with Matt xix. 17. • Meh. ix. 6: Col i. 
16, 17. 10 Matt. iiL 16, 17 ; xxviii. 19 j 1 John iv. 7 ; £ Cor. xiiL 14 
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Artides revised* 



Articles of the Chv/r 
England. , 



ARTICLE II. 



ARTICLE II. 



Of the Wordy or San of Of the Word, or S^ 
God, which was made God, which was 
very Man, very Man. 



The Son, which is the 
Word of the Father, begot- 
ten from everlasting of the 
Father,^ the very* and 
eternal God,^ of one sub- 
stance* with the Father,^ 
took man's nature in the 
womb of the blessed Vir- 
gin, of her substance f so 
that two whole and perfect 
natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and the manhood, 
were joined together in one 
person, never to be divided, 
whereof is one Christ, 
very God, and very man,' 
who for our sakes truly 
suffered most grievous tor- 
ments in his soul from 
God,^ was crucified, dead, 
and buried,^ to reconcile 
his Father to us,^° and to 
be a sacrifice, not only for 
original guilt, but abo for 
actual sins of men.^^ 



The Son, which i 
Word of the Father, b 
ten from everlasting .< 
Father, the very and 
nal God, and of one 
stance with theFather 
man's nature in the \ 
of the blessed Virgi 
her substance ; so thi 
whole and perfect na 
that is to say, the Go( 
and manhood, were j 
together in one p( 
never to be divided, w 
of is one Christ, very 
and very Man, who 
suffered, was cruc 
dead, and buried, t 
concile his Father t 
and to be a sacrifice 
only for original guilt 
also for actual sins of 



1 Prov. viiL 22-31 : John I 12, 14. « 1 John v. 20 ; Rom. ix. 5. 
xvu. 5 ; Heb. i. 8. with Psalm xlv. 6. « John x, 90 ; Heb. i. a > 
14 ; Isa. yii. 14 1 Luke L 35 ; Gal iv. 4. « Isa. vii 14, with Matt, i. 23 
i. % 4 : Het). xtii a ^ Ua. UiL 10, 11 ; Mark xiv. 33, 34. s i p^t 
FhU.ii. i ; 1 Cor. XV. 3, 4. • Ezek. xvi. 63; Rom. iii. 25: 2 Cor, 
i«l8a.lui.l0i £^v.2. "lJolmi.7i H(^ix.26. 
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Articles revised. 



Artides of the Church of 
England, 



ARTICLE in. 



ARTICLE III. 



As Christ died for us, 
and was buried, so it is to 
be believed that he conti- 
nued in the state of the 
dead, and under the pow- 
er and dominion of death,^ 
from the time of his death 
and burial until his resur- 
rection ;* which hath been 
otherwise expressed thus: 
he went down into hell. 



Of the going' doum of 
Christ into HelL 

As Christ died for us, 
and was buried : so also is 
it to be believed that he 
went down into hell. 



ARTICLE IV. 



ARTICLE IV. 



Of the Resurrection of 
Christ, 



Of the Resurrection of 
Christ, 



Christ did truly rise 
again frdm death,^ and 
took again his body, with 
flesh, bones, and all things 
i^pertaining to the perfec- 
tion of man's nature,^ 
wherewith he ascended in- 
to heaven, and there^ sit- 
teth, until he return to 
judge^ all men'' at the ge- 
nerjd resurrection of the 
body fit the last day.® 



Christ did truly rise 
again from death, and took 
again his body, with flesh, 
bones, and all things apper- 
taining to the perfection of 
man's nature, wherewith he 
ascended into heaven, and 
there sitteth, until he' re- 
turn to judge all men at 
the last day. 



I'Flalm xvL 10, with Actoii. 84-£7,3I. * Rom. vL 0; Matt xii. 40. 
s 1 Cor. XV. 4; Rom. viii. 34; PsalmxTl 10, with ActsiL 31 ; Lukexxlv.Sl 
« Luke xxiv. 39, with John xx. 25, 27. » Fsalm Ixviil 18, with ^h. !▼. 8 ; 
FMdm ex. Ij with Acts ii. 34, 35 ; Mark xix. 10; Rom. vUi. 34 • Acti iii. 
81 : Platan ex. 1, with 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26; Acts i. 11. ^ 2 Cor. ▼. SO; AcU 
xvii. SL 8 Exod. iiL6, with Luke xx. 97, 38; Acts xxiv. 14» 15 s 1 Cait. xv. 
12, to the end s John. v. 88, 89. 
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Articles revised. 



Articles of the Church of 
England. 



ARTICLE v. 

Of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost is very 
and eternal God, of one 
substance,^ majesty,' and 
glory, with the Father and 
die Son,^ proceeding £rom 
the Father and the Son.* 



ARTICLE V. 

Of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost, pro- 
ceeding from the Father, 
and the Son, is of one sub- 
stance, majesty, and glory, 
with the Father, and the 
Son, very and eternal God. 



ARTICLE VI. 

Of the Sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures for 
Salvation. 

Holy Scripture^ contain- 
eth all things necessary to 
salvation,^ so that whs^o- 
ever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved there- 
by, is not to be beUeved as 
an article of faith, or ne- 
cessary to salvation.'' 

By the name of Holy 
Scripture we understand 
all the canonical Books of 
the Old and New Testa- 
ment which follow : 



ARTICLE VI. 

Of the Sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures for 
Salvation, 

Holy Scripture contain- 
eth all things necessary to 
salvation ; so that whatso- 
ever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved there- 
by, is not to be required of 
any man, that it should be 
beUeved as an article of the 
faith, or be thought requi- 
site or necessary to salva- 
tion. In the name of the 
Holy Scripture, we do un- 
derstand those canonical 
books of the Old and New 



1 2 Sam. xxiil 2, 3 1 Isa. tL 5, 8, with Acts xxviii. 25, and v. 3, 4 ; 1 Cor. 
iii 16k and vi. 19. « Job xxvi. 13, S3, 31: 1 Cor. xii. ; Matt xxyut 19: 
9 Cor.xiiL 14. « 1 Cor. xil 11 ; EMi. L 17, and 1 Cor. il 8, with 1 Pet iv. l4 
* John XV. fl& and Matt x. SO, «nd 1 Cor. ii. 11, 12, with Gal ir. 6^ and Ron. 
▼iU.9,«Qd Fliai.9i John xvL 14; I8a.xl2: Isa. Ixl 1 : Gen. 1 2 : 2Chroii. 
«▼. 1. »Rom.i.2: 2Tim.iU. 15; 2Peti.20,2L • Psalm xix.7; 2Tim. 
m, 15— 17| James i. 21, 25: Acts xx. 32. ^ Prov. xxx. 5w 6; Isa. vili. 20: 
Acts zxvi. 88, with ver. 20, 27 1 GaL 1. 8, 9 s John ▼. 38. 
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Articles revised. 



Articles of the Church of 
England, 

Testament, of whose au- 
thority was never any 
doubt in the church. 



Of the Old Testament, Of the Names and Num" 

her of the Canonical 
Genesis, Exodus, &c. Books, 



Genesis, 
Of the New Testament. Exodus, 



Leviticus, 
Numbers, &c. 



The Gospel of St. Mat- 
thew, &c. 

All which books, as they 
are commonly received, we 
do receive, and acknow- 
ledge them to be given by 
the inspiration of God; 
and in that regard, to be 
of most certain credit and 
highest authority. 



And the other books, (as 
Hierome saith,) the church 
doth read for example of 
life and instruction of man- 
ners ; but yet doth it not 
apply them to establish 
any doctrine, such are these 
following : 

Third of Esdras, Book of 
Tobias, Fourth of Es- 
dras, Judith, &c. 
All the books of the New 
Testament, as they are 
commonly received, we do 
receive, and account them 
canonical. 



ARTICLE VII. 



ARTICLE VII. 



Of the Old Testament, Of the Old Testament, 



The Old Testament is 
not contrary to the New, in 
the doctrine contained in 



The Old Testament is 
not contrary to the New ; 
for both in the Old and 
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tfaem;^ for both in the Old 
and New Testament, ever- 
lasting life is offered to 
mankind by Christ,* who 
is the only mediator be- 
tween God and man,^ being 
both God and man.^ 
Wherefore they are not to 
be heard which feign that 
the old fathers did look 
only for temporary pro- 
mises.^ 

Although the law given 
from God by Moses, as 
touching ceremonies and 
rites, do not bind Chris- 
tians;^ nor the civil pre- 
cepts given by Moses, such 
as were peculiarly fitted to 
the commonwealth of the 
Jews, are of necessity to 
be received in any com- 
monwealth:'' yet, notwith- 
standing, no Christian man 
whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the command- 
ments which are called mo- 
ral.^ By the moral law, 
we understand all the ten 
commandments taken in 
their full extent. 



ArHoles of the Church of 
England, 

New Testament, everlast- 
ing life is offered to man- 
kind by Christ, who is the 
only mediator between 
God, and man, being both 
God and Man. Where- 
fore they are not to be 
heard which feign that 
the old fathers did look 
only for transitory pro- 
mises. Although the law 
given from God by Moses, 
as touching ceremonies and 
rites, do not bind Chris- 
tian men ; nor the civil 
precepts thereof ought of 
necessity to be received in 
any commonwealth ; yet, 
notwithstanding, no Chris* 
tian man whatsoever is 
free from the obedience of 
the commandments which 
are called moraL 



1 Afltfzxvi 21, 23t 2Fet UL 6; Luke ipiiT. 44; Rom. ili. SI ; (ML ULSl, 

a, 84. * Gen. iii. 15 ; xxa 18, with OaL UL 8, 14; 1 Cor. x. 2-4 : Luke i. 

iCts m. 24; Isa Uii. > Dan. ix. 17 ; Rom. viu. 34; 1 John U. 1 ; 

ot ■ n*-. Mt . ._.- ,_ - , ^-1 ._ . , ^^ XX. 28z 

Heb. xl l(f 



09 70 * Acts : 

Heh. va 2& : i "rtn. IL 6; John xiv. 6L * GaL iv. 4, 5:' Acta xx. 28 z 
nu. U. 7, a • Acta xxtL 6, 7: Rom. ir. 11 : GaL ill. 0: Heb. xl l(L 
16, db. « GaL iT.O, 10; CoL k 14, 16, 17; Heb. ix. 8, la ? Acts xxr, 
5, 10, 25, with Deut xvli. 8—13; Rom. xiiL 1. 6 : Tit iii. 1; 1 Pet ii. 13, 14. 
• Bfatt ▼. 17 to the end; Rom. xiii. 8-40; £|ili. tL 1-^} JamM iLa-^lSa 
Bom. vil 25 ; iii. 31 ; Mattvii. 12. 
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Articles revisedm 



Artidea of the dmrch of 
England. 



ARTICLE VIII. 

Of the Three Creech. 

The threeCreedsyNicene 
Creed, Athanasius' Creed, 
and that which is com- 
monly called the Apostles' 
Creed, ought thoroughly 
to he received and be- 
lieved ; for they may be 
proved by most certain 
warrants of holy Scripture. 



ARTICLE IX. 



ARTICUS IX. 



Of Original or Birth Sin, Of Original or Birth Sin, 



Original sin^ standeth 
not in the following of 
Adam, as the Palagians do 
vainly talk :* but together 
with his first sin imputed, 
it is the fault and corrup- 
tion of the nature of every 
man that naturally is pro- 
pagated from Adam ;^ 
whereby man is wholly 
deprived of original righ- 
teousness,^ and is of his 
own nature inclined only 
to evil.^ So that the lust 



Original sin standeth not 
in the following of Adam, 
as the Pelegians do vainly 
talk, but it is the fault and 
corruption of the nature of 
every man that naturally 
is engendered of the off- 
spring of Adam, whereby 
man is very far gone from 
original righteousness, and 
is of his own nature in- 
clined to evil, so that the 
flesh lusteth always con- 
trary to the Spirit, and 



> FlHlm IL 5; John iU. 5» & * Jobxiv.4; xv. 14 ; Rom. vL 6: John iii. 
a, 5, 7. s Rom. V. 12-.19; Oen ii. 17, with 1 Cor. xt. 22. « Coi a 13: 
Rom. Tii.18: EecLTiUflt, » Gen. vL 5] yiii.21; Jer. xvii. 9; Rom. ▼!£ 
8 i Jomei L 14. 
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of the flesh, called in the 
Greek f^6vrifJM (fa^xhg, 
which some do expound 
the wisdom, some sensua- 
lity, some the affection, 
some the desire of the flesh, 
is not subject to the law 
of God ;^ and therefore in 
every person born into this 
world, it deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation.' 
And this infection of na- 
ture doth remain, yea, in 
them that are regenerate,^ 
whereby the flesh lusteth 
always contrary to the Spi- 
rit.* And although there 
is no condemnation for 
them that are regenerate, 
and do believe,^ yet the 
apostle doth confess, that 
concupiscence and lust is 
truly and properly sin.^ 



Artides of the Church of 
England, 

therefore in every person 
bom into this world, it de- 
serveth God's wrath and 
damnation. And this in- 
fection of nature doth re- 
main, yea in them that are 
regenerated, whereby the 
lust of the flesh, called in 
the Greek (p^6v7i/jM eapihiy 
which some do expound 
the wisdom, some sensua- 
lity, some the affection, 
some the desire of the flesh, 
is not subject to the law of 
God. And although there 
is no condemnation for 
them that believe and are 
baptized, yet the Apostle 
doth confess, that concu- 
piscence and lust hath of 
itself the nature of sin. 



ARTICLE X. 

Of Free Will. 

The condition of man 
after the fall of Adam is 
such, that he cannot turn 
or prepare himself, by his 
own natural strength and 
good works, to faith and 
calling upon God;'' where- 
fore we have no power to 



ARTICLE X. 

Of Free Will, 

The condition of man 
after the fall of Adam is 
such, that he cannot turn 
and prepare himself by his 
own natural strength and 
good works, to faith and 
calling upon God. Where- 
fore we have no power to 



» Rom. viiL 7j I Cor. il U; CoL i 2L • Eph. il 3: T?om. vUl. 6,7. 
» Prov. XX. 9 ; Rom. vii. 17, 20, 23, 25l * GaL v. 17. » Rom. viil 1, 13 ; 
Johniu. la « Rom. vHl 17, 20. ' Eph. a 1. 5; I Cor. a 14j Eph. il ^ 
—10; John vi. 44, 65. 
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Articles revised, 

do good works, pleasing and 
acceptable to God/ with- 
out the grace of God by 
Christ both preventing us, 
that we may have a good 
will, and working so effec- 
tually in us, as that it de- 
termineth our will to that 
which is good,^ and also 
working with us when we 
have that will unto good.' 



Articles of the Church of 

England, 
good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God, without 
the grace of God by Christ 
preventing us, that we may 
have a good-will, and 
working with us, when we 
have that good will. 



ARTICLE XI. 



ARTICLE XI. 



Of the Justi/uxUion of Of the Justification of 
Mam, before God, Man, 



We are justified, that is, 
we are accounted righteous 
before God, and have re- 
mission of sins,^ not for nor 
by our own works or de- 
servings,* but freely by his 
grace,^ only for our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ's 
sake,'' his whole obedience 
and satisfiEU^tion being by 
God imputed unto us,^ 
and Christ with his righ- 
teousness, being appre- 
hended and rested on by 
fiuth only.^ The doctrine 



We are accounted righ- 
teous before God, only for 
the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
fsdth, and not for our own 
works or deservings. 
Wherefore, that we arc 
justified by faith only, is 
•a most wholesome doc- 
trine, and very full of com- 
fort, as more largely is ex- 
pressed in the homily of 
justification. 



1 Rom. xiM. 8 i Hdi. xi & * Eiek. xi. 19, 20 ; xxxvL 98, 87 ; Jer. xxxi. 
»,3%wiaiBelix.ll; Phil. U. 12, IS; John vi.45; Eph. L 10,S0: 1 Cor. 
hr. 7. « Heb. xiiLSl: PhiL yiil 1, 6: Hdk xiL 88: i Pet v. 10; 1 Thess. t. 
SS,M; iKInpviaffr.Sa 4Rom.iT.&-r7;Pfea&axxxai.8. » IU»« 
iiLSO; CWLiLld: iU. 10, 11 ; PhiL Ui.a « Bom.iiU84: Titiil7. ' R% 
iiLM^85jT.l;8Ccir.T.18,ia • Rom. v. 9, 17— 19 ; iii. 8&, S6 ; iT.6,81; 
8Cor.T.81. • Rom. iU. », 8S. 86,88 ; GaLU. 16; baxxvUl 16, with Rom. 
iz.3Sh«iidirM.a6; PhiL uLft 

E 
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AfHcles r^svised^ 

of jvstificatioB by faith 
only, is a wholesome doc«> 
trine, and very fall <^ com-^ 
fort,^ notwithstanding Grod 
doUi not forgive them that 
are impenitent, and go on 
still in their trespasses.^ 



ArticU$ of the dimrch of 
England. 



ARTICLE XII. 

Of Good Works. 

Good works, which are 
the fruits of faith,^ and fol- 
low after justification,* can- 
not put away our sins,^ 
and endure the severity of 
God*s judgment ;^ yet are 
they, notwithstanding their 
hnperfections, in the sight 
of God pleasing and ac- 
ceptable unto him in and 
for Christ,'' and do spring 
out necessarily of a true 
and lively faith,^ insomuch 
that by them a lively faith 
may be evidently knowi^ 
as a tree discerned by the 
ftruits.* 



ARTICLE Ell* 

Of Good Works. 

Albeit that good workS) 
which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after jus- 
tification, cannot put away 
our sins, and endure the 
severity of God's judg- 
ment, yet are they pleasing 
and acceptable to Gt>d in 
Christ, and do spring out 
necessarily of a true and 
lively faith, insomuch that 
by them a lively feith may 
be as evidently known .as 
a tree discerned by the 
fhdt. 



1 2 Tim. i. 13; RonL r. 1, 2, 8, II ; xt^lS; I Pet. 1 a * INahU hcvfif. 
20. 21 : Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7 ; Luke xiiL 3, & > Gal. v. 6 ; James ii. 17, 18. 22. 
4 Tit. U. 14; iii. 7, 8; Eph. u. 8, 9, 18. » Rom. iii 20, 21 ; iv. 4-9tD«n. 




*,%l 1 Johnii. 9>^ s Uim,9ii,S3. 
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Afiide$ reviiti 



Article$ of th§ Church of 
England. 



ABTICLB XIII. 



ARTICLE XIIU 



Of Workt htfore JtuHfi^ Of Workt before Justifi^ 
cation. cation. 



Works done before jus- 
tificatioB by Christ, and 
regeneration by his Spirit, 
are not. pleasing unto God,^ 
forasmuch as^ they spring 
not of faith in Jesus Ckoist •^ 
neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace, or 
(as the school authors say) 
deserve grace of congruity ; 
yea, rather, for that they 
are not done as God hath 
willed and commanded 
them to be done,. they are 
anfoL^ 



Works done before the 
grace of Christ, and the in- 
spiration of his Spirit, are 
not pleasant to God, foras- 
much as they sprii^ not ai 
faith in Jesus Christ, nei- 
ther do tli«y make mea 
meet to receive grace, or, 
(as the school authors say) 
deserve grace of congru- 
ity 5 yea, rather, for that 
they are not done as God 
hath willed and com- 
qaanded them to be done, 
we doubt not but they 
have the nature of sin. 



ASTICLB XTV. 



ARTICLE XIV* 



Of Works of Su^ererO' Of Works of Superero- 
gatwn. gation. 



Voluntary works, besides 
over and above God's com- 
mandments, which they caU 
works of supererogation, 
cannot be taught^ wkhout 
arrogancy and impiety;' 



Voluntary works, besides 
over and above God's com- 
mandments which they call 
works of supererogation, 
cannot be taught without 
arrogancy and impiety. 



■ Tit i IS, 16 : MaAt tii. 18; Rom. vni. 8; Prov. xv. 8, 26: xxL 27; Rom. 
iii.18. *BUi.zi.S,0: (hdv. & • 8 iW i. 9 ; John i. IS. Rom.vi6. 
7, S: Bag. ii. 14; ha. IviiL l-^; Ixvi. 8, S. « Matt ▼. 48; Mark xii. 
30,Sl;PbU.iT.8^ft 4 Job ix. 8,3^99.81 ; Fuhacxliii. 8; Ftor. xx.9; 
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Articles revised. 

for by them men do declare 
that they do not only ren- 
der unto God as much as 
diey are bound to do ; but 
that they do more for his 
sake than of bounden duty 
is required; whereas Christ 
saith plainly, " When ye 
have done all those things 
that are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable 
servants, we have done that 
whidi was our duty to do."* 



Articles of the Church of 
Engla/nd, 

For by them men do de- 
clare, that they do not onlv 
render unto God, as much 
as they are bound to do, 
but that they do more for 
his sake than of bounden 
duty is required ; whereas 
Christ saith plainly, "When 
ye have done all that are 
commanded to you, say. 
We are unprofitable ser- 
vants.'* 



ARTICLE XV. 



ARTICLE XV. 



Of Christ alone mthout Of Christ alone withoiU 
Sin. Sin. 



Christ in the truth of 
our nature was made like 
unto us in all things, sin 
only excepted,^ from which 
he was dearly void both in 
his flesh and in his spirit ;' 
he came to be the Lamb 
without spot,* who by sa- 
crifice of himself^ once 
made,^ should take away 
the sins of the world ;'' and 
sin (as St. John saith) was 
not in him.^ But all we 
the rest, although biq)tized 
and regenerate, yet offend 



Christ in the truth of our 
nature was made like unto 
us in all things (sin only 
excepted), from which he 
was clearly void, both in 
his flesh and in his spirit. 
He came to be the Lamb 
without spot, who by sa- 
crifice of himself once 
made, should takeaway the 
sins of the world ; and sin 
(as St. John saith) was not 
in him. But all we the rest 
(although baptized, and 
bom again in Christ) yet 



1 Luke xviL 10, with ver. 7-«. * ba. UiL 3-5 ; Heb. il. 17, with t. 1& 
• LukeL 35, with Ads iU. 14: John xiT. SO; 2Cor. ▼. 21 ; Heb. vii.86; 
n Pet i. 19. » E^ ▼. 2. « HeU ix. 26,28 i x. IQ, 12. •* John I. 9ik 
•IJohnUi.^ 
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Articles remsed* Articles of the Church of 

England. 

in many thiagfs ; and ^ if we offend in many things ; and 

«ay we have no sin, we de- ** if we say we have no sin, 

ceire ourselves, and the we deceive ourselves and 

truth is not in ns**^ the truth is not in us.** 

Charles Herle, prolocutor. 
Henry Rohorough, scrihe. 
Adoniram Byfield, scrihe. 

> James m.2s 1 JohnUS^ia 

N« B. The assemhly proceeded no further in the 

revisaL' 



ARTICLE XVL 

or SIN AFTER BAPTISM. 

* Not every deadly sin willingly committed after bap- 
tism, is sin against the Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. 
Wherefore the grant of repentance is not to be denied 
to such as fall into sin after baptism. ^ After we have 
received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace 
given, and fall into sin, ^ and by the grace of God we 
may rise again, and amend our lives. ^ And, therefore, 
they are to be condemned which say, they can no more 
sin as long as they live here, or deny the place of for- 
giveness to such as truly repent. 



» 1 John ▼. 17 ; i 9; 2 Cor. ii.&7,a • Matt xvl 16, 17; xxvl 35, 



09U.74. 
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ARTICLE XVII. 

09 PREDSStlNAttoN AND SLflCtlON. 

./ Predestination to U£e is the everlasting purpose of 
God, * whereby (before tiie foundations of th^ world 
were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel^ 
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those 
whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels 
made to honour. ^ Wherefore they which be endued 
wi^ so excellent a benefit of God, be called according 
to God's purpose, by his Spirit working in due season : 
* They through grace obey the calling : * They be jus- 
tified freely : ^ They be made sons of God by adoption : 
"^ They be made like the image of his only begotten 
Son Jesus Christ : ^ They walk religiously in good 
works, ^and at length, by ^ God's mercy, they attain to 
everlasting felicity. 

^^ As the godly consideration of predestination, and 
>0ur election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and 
unspeakable comfort to godly persons, ^^ and such as 
feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, 
^* mortifying the works of the flesh, ^^ and their earthly 
members, ^^ and drawing up their mind to high and hea- 
venly things, ^^ as well because it doth greatly establish 
and confirm their faith of eternal salvation, to be en- 
joyed through Christ, ^^ as because it doth fervently 




- nuiu. vui. ztf ; 1 K,ur. x.v. 4»: kaju uu ju. " cmu. u, lu. > xoan. x,x.v. 
34; Roin.TiiL30; IPet L3,4, 5. !• Rom. v. 11 ; 1 Pet L a " £k>b. 
Ui.20. i*Rom.iU. 13; Gfllv. 24. is Col. Ui. 5. 14 PhU iii. 20; Cd 
ia 1,2. i» Rom. YiU. 33, 34, 35, as, 39; 2 Tim. i. 12. i« 1 John iv. 19L 
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kindle their love towards God: ^So, for curious and 
carnal persons, * lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have 
continually before their eyes the sentence of God's pre- 
destination, is a most dangerous downfall, 'whereby 
tke devil doth thrust them either into despearation, or 
into wretchlessoess of most unclean living, no less peri* 
lous than desperation. 

f Furthermore, we must receive Gtxl's promises in 
such wise as they be generally set forth to us in Holy 
Scripture. ' And in our doings, that will of Grod is to 
be followed, which we have expressly declared unto us 
in the Word of (jod. 



»i te.t<7s Rev.xxitn; Mstt:xi.2a •Mi&vi.S. ^ 



ARTICLE XVIII. 

OF OBtAlNING ETERNAL SALVATION ONLY BY THE 

NAME OF CHRIST. 

^ They also are to be had accursed, that presume to 
8ay, that every man shall be saved by the law or sect 
whidb he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his 
life according to that law, and the light of nature. ' For 
holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of 
Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved. 

1 Rom. li. 0, 21 * Acts iv. 12 ; John xiv. 6 ; 1 John v. II, 12. 



.v.^ 
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ARTICLE XIX. 

OF THE CHURCH. 

^ The ^ble church of Christ is % congregation of 
fiuthfvd men, ' in the whk^ the pure word of Grod is 
preached, ^ and the sacraments be duly ministered ae« 
cording to Christ's ordinance^ in all those things that 
of necesaty are requisite to the same. 

As the ^urch of HieTU9fdem^ Alexandrioy and An^ 
Uoehj have erred, so tlao the chiarch of Homt hath 
erred, not only in their living and mann^ of ceremo- 
nies, but also in matters of faith. 

1 1 Cor. L 2; Colts. 'Bti».x. 17. « AflCs WiL i« & U. 4S ; I Cor. xL 9Q» 

ARTICLE XX. 

OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH. 

^ The church hath power to decree rites or ceremo- 
nies, ^and authority in controversies of fidth: 'And 
yet it is not lawful for the church to ordain any thing 
that is contrary to God's Word written, neither may it 
ao e]q>ou»d one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant 
to aooitber. ^ Wherefore, althoii^h the church be a wit- 
ness and a keeper of holy Writ, yet as it ought not to 
decree any thing against the same, so besides the same 
ought it not to enforce any thing to be believed for ne- 
cessity of salvation. 

MCMr.xiT.40|Tlt.L& > Aets xv. 5, 6, 22, 23. U, 25, S3, 29. < 1 Pet, 
It. 11 i Rom. xU.€L « GaL i. 8s Deut. ui. ^ 
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ARTICLE XXI. 

OP THE AUTHORITY OF GENERAL COUNCILS. 

' General councils may not be gathered together 
without the commandment and will of princes: 'and 
when they be gathered together, (forasmuch as they be 
an assembly of men, whereof all be not governed mih 
the Spirit and Word of God) they may err, and some- 
times have erred, even in things pertaining unto Crod. 
' Wh^efore things ordained by them as necessary to 
salvationy have neither strength nor authority, unless it 
may be declared that they be taken out of holy Scrip* 
ture. 

1 Rom. xUL 1 : S Chron. xxix. 4 ; xxiv. 9. * Acti v. 40, 41. * Iniah 
▼maa see Art VL Notes; and Art. XX. Note l 

ARTICLE XXII. 

OP PURGATORY. 

The Romish doctrine concerning * purgatory, * par- 
dons, ' worshipping, and adoration, ^ as well of images 
as of reliques, ^ and also invocation of saints, is a fond 
thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty 
of Scripture, ® but rather repugnant to the Word of 
God. 

;> LukexxUL 43 ; Heb. x. 14; 1 John L 7 ; Rev. xW. la > Dan. ix. 0; 
FnfanxUx.7. *Exodxx.4,5. < 2 Kings xviii. 4. » Acti x. 86, 26 ; 
xiv. 13^)5 ; Rer. xix. la • Matt iy. 10. 
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ARTICLE XXIII. 

OF MINISTERING IN THE CONGREGATION. 

^ It is not lawfbl for any man to take upon him the 
office of pubUc preaching, or ministering the sacraments 
in the congregation, before he be lawfully called anel 
sent to execute the same. ' And those we on^it to 
judge lawfully called and sent, which be diosen and 
called to this work by men who have public authority 
given unto them in the congregation, to call and send 
ministers into the Lord's vineyard. 

1 Jer. xxlU. 21 ; Hdb. ▼. 4 ; lew, tUL * Acts xiU. 2, 8; 1 Tim. U, 14; 
STiai.ii.2i Titi.5. 



ARTICLE XXIV. 

OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGATION IN SUCH A 
TONGUE AS THE PEOPLE UNDERSTANDETH. 

^ It is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, 
and the custom of the primitive church, to have public 
prayer in the church, or to minister the sacraments, in 
a tongue not understanded of the people. 

1 1 Cor. xiT. 5,9,11,231 
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ARTICLE XXV. 

OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

^ Sapcraments ordained of Christ be not only badges 
or tokens of Christian men's profession ; ' but rather 
they be certain sure witnesses,, and effectual signs of 
grace and God's good-will towards us, by the which he 
doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, 
but also strengthen and confirm our faith in him. 

' There are two sacraments ordained of Christ our 
Lord in the gospel, that is to say, haptism, * and the 
supper of the Lord, 

Those five commonly called sacraments, that is to 
say, confirmation, penance, orders, matrimony, and 
extreme unction, are not be counted for sacraments of 
the gospel, being such as have grown partly of the cor- 
rupt following of the apostles, partly are states of life 
allowed in the Scriptures ; But yet have not like na- 
ture of sacraments with baptism and the Lord's supper, 
for that they have not any visible sign or ceremony or- 
dained of God. 

* The sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be 
gazed'upon, or to be earned about, but that we should duly 
use them. And in such only as worthily receive the 
same, they have a wholesome effect or operation : But 
they that receive them unworthily, purchase to them- 
selves damnation, as ^S^^. Paid saith. 

1 Acts iL 41, 42 ; GaL iii. 27 ; 1 Cor. xi. 26. « I Pet II 20. 21 ; 1 Cor. x. 16 
' Matt, xxviii. 19. * 1 Cor, xl 2S-25. * 1 Cor. xl. 27-W. 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 

OF THE UNWORTHINESS OF THE MINISTERS, WHICH 
HINDERS NOT THE EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

^ Although in the visible church the evil be ever 
mingled with the good, and sometime the evil have 
chief authority in the ministration of the word and 
sacraments ; ' yet forasmuch as they do not the same 
in their own name, but in Christ's, and do minister by 
his commission and authority, we may use their minis- 
try, both in hearing the word of God, and in the 
receiving of the sacraments ; ' neither is the effect of 
Christ's ordinance taken away by their wickedness, nor 
the grace of God's gifts diminished from such, as by 
faith, and rightly, do receive the sacraments ministered 
unto them, which be effectual, because of Christ's in- 
stitution an(^ promise, although they may be ministered 
by evil men. 

Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the 
church, that inquiry be made of evil ministers, and 
that they be accused by those that have knowledge of 
their offences ; and finally, being found guilty, by just 
judgment be deposed. 



I John vi 70 ; Matt xUi. 47, 48, 40. t Matt. xxUl 2, ?. » Matt. TiL 
a, S3 ; Phil. U. W, la -^ . ««w. ^u. 
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ARTICLE XXVIL 

OF BAPTISM. 

^ Bapdsm i» net only a sign of profession and niaik 
of (fifierence, whereby Christian men are (fiscemed 
from others that be not christened; * but it is also a 
sign of regeneration^ or new birth ; ^ whereby, as by 
an instrument, they that receive baptism rightly are 
grafted into the church : * The promises of forgiveness 
of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by 
the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed, * faith 
is confirmed, ® and grace increased, by virtue of prayer 
unto God. ' The baptism of young chil(h*6n is in any 
wise to be retained in the church, as most agreeable 
with the institution of Christ. 



1 Acts it 41: See Art. XXV. Mote 1. i John iiL 5 ; Tit uL 5. > 1 Cor. 
zil 18, 13; i^h. L 82, 2& « Act»ii. S8; xsU. 16t Gal. iv. & » Acts ii. 
41, 4S. 6CoL L9, 10; Luke xviL 5, xi. la ^Qen. xtu.9, 12; Markx. 
IS, 14, IS, 16 ; Acts it S8, 99; 1 Cor. vii. 14. 



ARTICLE XXVIII. 

OF THB lord's SUPPEB. 

. ^ The supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the 
love that Christians ought to have among themselves, 
one to another ; ' but rather it is a sacrament of our 
redemption by Christ's death, ' insomuch that to such 
as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same, 
the bread which we break, is a partaking of the body 

> John iv. 11 i 1 Cor. X. 17. * Luke xxiL 19, 20; Matt xxU 26, 98. 

s 1 Cor. X. 16. 
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of Christ ; and likewise the cup of blessing is a partak- 
ing of the blood of Christ. 

^ Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance 
of bread and wine) in the supper of the Lord, cannot 
be proved by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain 
words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sa- 
crament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

^ The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in 
the supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual manner. 
® And the mean whereby the body of Christ is received 
and eaten in the supper is faith. 

"^ The sacrament of the Lord's supper was not by 
Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, 
or worshipped. 

4 1Cor. XL26. » John vt 51, 5L 60, 61, 63. •Johnvi.SS. 7 Matt 
xxvi 28,27} SeeNoteSL 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

OF THE WICKED, WHICH DO NOT EAT THE BODY OF 
CHRIST IN THE USE OF THE LORD's SUPPER. 

^ The wicked, and such as be void of a lively £uth, 
although they do camaUy and visibly press with their 
teeth (as St. Augustine saith) the sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ ; yet in no wise are they 
partakers of Christ, but rather to their condemnation 
do eat and drink the sign or sacrament of so great a 
thing. 

1 John ziU. 26, 27 ; I Cor. zi. 29. 
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ARTICLE XXX. 

OF BOTH KINDS. 

^ The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the 
Ity people : for both the parts of the Lord's sacrament, 
by Christ's ordinance and commandment, ought to be 
ministered to all Christian men alike. 

1 Matt. xxYi 27; Mark xiv. 23; 1 Cor. xL 26. 

ARTICLE XXXL 

OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST FINISHED UPON 

THE CROSS. 

* The offering of Christ once made, * is that perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
was of the whole world, both original and actual : ^ And 
there is none other satisfaction for sin but that alone. 
* Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in the which it 
was commonly said that the priest did offer Christ for 
the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or 
guilt, were blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits. 

iHcb. ix. 26L *John L 29; 1 JohniL 1, 2. SHeb. x. 24,26; 

Verse 10. «Heb.ix. 25,2a 

ARTICLE XXXIL 

OF THE MARRIAGE OF PRIESTS. 

^ Bishops, priests, and deacons, are not commanded 

1 Hd>. xiiL 4; 1 Cor. ix. 5; 1 Tim. iiL 2; Verse 10, 11, 12. 
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by God's law, either to vow the estate of single life, or 
to abstain from marriage : Therefore it is lawful for 
them, as for all other Christian men, to many at their 
own discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve 
better to godliness. 

ARTICLE XXXIII. 

OF EXCOMMUNICATE PERSONS, HOW THEY ARE TO BE 

AVOIDED. 

^ That person which, by open denunciation of the 
church, is rightly cut off from the unity of the church, 
and excommunicated, * ought to be taken of the whd^e 
multitude of the faithful, as an heathen and publican, 
^ until he be openly reconciled by penance, and re- 
ceived into the church by a judge that hath authority 
thereunto. 

ARTICLE XXXIV. 

OF THE TRADITIONS OF THE CHURCH. 

^ It is not necessary that traditions and ceremonies 
be in all places one, or utterly Hke ; for at all times 
^ey have been divers, and may be changed according 
ito the diversities of countries, times, men's manners, 
and so that nothing be ordained against God's Word. 
Whosoever, through his private judgment, wilUngly and 
purposely, do|l» openly break the traditions and cer&« 

iHflb.ziU.lX 
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monies of the church, which be not repugnant to the 
Word of God,, and be ordained and approved of com- 
mon authority, ' ought to be rebuked openly, (that 
other may fear to do the like) ^ as he that offendeth 
against the common order of the church, * and hurteth 
the authority of the magistrate, ^ and woundeth the 
consciences of weak brethren. 

^ Every particular and national church hath authority 
to ordain, change, and abolish ceremonies or rights of 
the church, ordained only by man's authority, so that 
all things be done to edifying. 

nXim. T. SO; IThesSeV. 14. > CoL IL 5 ; 2 Thess. iu. 6. < 1 Peter ii. 13. 
A 1 Cor. viii. 12. • Rom. xiv. la 

ARTICLE XXXV. 

OF HOMILIES. 

The second book of homilies, the several titles 
whereof we have joined under this article, doth contain 
a godly and wholesome doctrine, and necessary for 
these times, as doth the former book of homilies, 
which were set forth in the time of Edward the Sixth ; 
and therefore we judge them to be read in churches by 
the ministers, diligently and distinctly, that they may 
be understood of the people. 



OF THE NAMES OF THE HOMILIES. 

1. Of the right Use of the Church. 

2. Against Peril of Idolatry. 

3. Of repairing and keeping clean of churches 

f3 
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4. Of Good Works, first of Fasting. 

5. Against Gluttony and Drunkenness. 

6. Against Excess of Apparel. 

7. Of Prayer. 

8. Of tbe Place and Time of Prayer. 

9. That Common Prayer and Sacraments ought to be 
ministered in a known tongue. 

10. Of the reverent Estimation of God's Word. 

11. Of Alms-doing. 

12. Of the Nativity of Christ. 

13. Of the Passion of Chri^. 

14. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 

15. Of the worthy receiving of the Sacrament of the 

Body and Blood of Christ. 

16. Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. 
17* For the Rogation Days. 

18. Of the State of Matrimony. 
19* Of Repentance. 

20. Against Idleness. 

21. Against Rebellion. 

ARTICLE XXXVI. 

OF CONSECRATION OF BISHOPS AND MINISTERS. 

The book of consecration of archbishops and bi- 
shops, and ordering of priests and deacons, lately set 
forth in the time of Edward the Sixth, and confirmed at 
the same time by authority of parliament, doth contain 
all things necessary to such consecration and ordering, 
neither hath it any thing that of itself is superstitious 
and ungodly. And therefore whosoever are consecrated 
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or ordered according to the rites of that book, since 
the second year of the forenamed king lEdward, unto 
this time, or hereafter, shall -be consecrated (ur ordered 
according to the same rites, we decree all sach to be 
rightly, orderly, and lawfully consecrated and ordered. 

ARTICLE XXXVII. 

OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATES. 

^ The king^s majesty hath the chief power in this 
realm of England, and other his dominions, unto whom 
the chief government of all the estates of this realm, 
whether they be ecclesiastical or civil, in all causes 
doth appertain, and is not, nor ought to be, subject to 
any foreign jurisdiction. 

Whereas we attribute to the king's majesty the chief 
government, by which titles we understand the minds 
of some slanderous folks to be oflFended. * We give 
not to our princes the ministering either of God's Word, 
or of the sacraments, the which thing the injunctions 
also lately set forth by Elizabeth, our queen, do most 
plainly testify ; but that only prerogative which we see 
to have been given always to all godly princes in holy 
Scriptures by God himself; ^ that is, that they should 
rule all estates and degrees committed to their charge 
by God, whether they be ecclesiastical or tempond, 
and restrain with the civil sword, the stubborn and evil-^ 
doers. 

The bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in thn 
realm of England. 

1 1 Peter it la *2 Chron. xxvL 18, 19, 20. S2 Kings xU. 7; 8 Chron. xxxL 
t; zxz. 1;8 Kings zxiii. 21; 1 Chron. xvi. 4; b. xlix. 23; Bom. xiii. 1. 
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* The laws of the realm may punish Christian men 
with death for heinous and grievous offences. 

^ It is lawful for Christian men, at the commandment 
of the magistrate, to wear weapons, and serve in the 
wars. 

«Roin.xUi.4 > Acts x. 1, 2 ; Luke iii. 14. 

ARTICLE XXXVIIL 

OF CHRISTIAN MEN's GOODS WHICH ARE NOT COMMON. 

^ The riches and goods of Christians are not com- 
mon, as touching the right, title, and possession of the 
same, as certmn Anabaptists do falsely boast. ' Not- 
withstanding every man ought, of such things as he 
possesseth, liberally to give alms to the poor, according 
to his ability. 

iAct8V.S,4. *Lukexi.41; lTim.vll7, 1& 

ARTICLE XXXIX. 

OF A CHRISTIAN MAN's OATH. 

^ As we confess that vain and rash swearing is for- 
bidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
James his apostle : ' So we judge that Christian religion 
doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear when the 
magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and charity, 
^ so it be done according to the prophet's teaching, in 
justice, judgment, and truth. 

1 Matt T. 34, 37; James r. 12; Exod. xx. % *H^ ri 15; Deut rl 13; 
I Sam. xxi?. 21. sjer.iv. 1. 
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THE RATIFICATION. 

This Book of Articles^ before rehea/rsed, is again 
approved and allowed to be holden and executed udthin 
the realm, and i^ the assent and consent of our sove- 
reign Lady ELIZABETH, by the grace of God of 
Englandy France and IreUmd, Queen, Defender of the 
Faith, Sfc Which Articles were deliberately read and 
co nfirmed again by the subscription of t^ hands of the 
ArMishops and Bishops of the Upper House, and by 
t^ subscription of the whole Clergy of the Nether 
House in their Convocation, in the year of ofwr Lord 
1571. 



THE 



CONFESSION OF FAITH, 



AGREED UPON BY THE ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES AT 
WESTMINISTER: EXAMINED AND APPROVED, ANNO 
1647) BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND ; AND RATIFIED BY ACTS OF PARLIA- 
MENT 1649 AND 1690. 



CHAPTER I. 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

Although the light of nature, and the works of crea- 
tion and providence, do so far manifest the goodness^ 
wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusa- 
ble ;^ yet they are not sufficient to give that knowledge 
of God, and of his will, which is necessary unto salva- 
tion :' therefore it pleased the Lord, at sutidry times, 
and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and to declare 
that his will unto his church ;^ and afterwards, for the 
better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for 
the more sure establishment and comfort of the church 
against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of 

> Rom. L 19, 20; iU 14, IS: Flalm xix. 1,2, 3; Rom.i. 32; ii. 1. > 1 Cor. 
I.UilCor.dL 13,14. sHdh.Ll. 
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Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholij 
unto writing ;* which maketh the holy Scripture to be 
most necessary :* those former ways of God's revealing 
bis will unto his people being now ceased.^ 

«Fk07. xx£L la, aO, 81 ; Luke L 3,4; Rom. xv. 4; Matt iv. 4,7, 10; 1ml 
lia.]9,aa »811m.iii.l5;8PetllO. •Heb.i.1,2. 

II. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the word 
of God written, are now contained all the Books of the 
Old and New Testaments, which are these : 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



Genesis 

Eiodus 

Leviticus 

KombeiB 

DeuteroiMMny 

Joshua 

lodges 

Roth 

LSsmud 

n. Samuel 

I Kings 

IL Kings 

IChronides 



IL Chronicles 


Daniel 


Esra 


Hoses 


Nehemiah 


Joel 


Esther 


Amos 


Jol> 


Obadiah 


Fsahns 


Jonah 


Proverbs 


Micah 


EoclesiasteB 


Nahum 


The Song of Songs 


Habakkuk 


Jeremiah 


Zephaniab 

Hf^gai 

Zechariah 


Lamentations 


Etekiel 


Malachi 


THE NEW TESTAMl 


£NT. 


Corinthians IL 


To Philemon 


Galatians 


The Epistle to the He^ 


Ephesians 

Pbilippians 

Colossians 


brews 


The Epistle of James 


The first and second 


Thessalonians I 


Epistles of Peter 


Thessalonians IL 


The first, second, and 


To Timothy L 


third Epistles of John 


To Timothy IL 


The Epistle of Jude 


To Titus 


The RevelaHon 



Hie Oospds acoord&og to 
Matthew 
Mnk 
Lake 
Mm 

The Acts ci the Apos- 
tles 
Paul's I^lstles to the 

CorintfaiansL 



All which are given by inspiration of God, to be the 
rule of faith and life.^ 

1 Luke xvL29,3I ; Eph. il. 20; Rev. xxii. 18, 19; 2 Thn. iii. 10. 

III. The Books commonly called Apocrypha, not 
being of divine inspiration, are no part of the canon of 
the Scripture ; and therefore are of no authority in the 
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Qiurch of God, nor to be any otherwise approTedy or 
made use of, than other human writings.^ 

iLukexxiv.27,44i Rom.ui.2; 2FetL2L 

IV. The authority of the holy Scripture, for which 
it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon 
the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon 
God (who is truth itself) the author thereof; and 
therefore it is to be received, because it is the word of 
God.^ 

i2Peti.l9,21; 2Tlin.iiil6; lJohnv.9; ITheMiiLia 

V. We maybe moved and induced by the testimony 
of the Church to an high and reverend esteem of the 
holy Scripture,^ and the heavenliness of the nuitter, 
the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the 
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole, (which 
lis to give all glory to God,) the full discovery it makes 
of the only way of man's salvation, the many other in- 
comparable excellencies, and the entire perfection 
thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abimdantly 
evidence itself to be the word of God ; yet, notwith^ 
standing, our full persuasion and assurance of the in<* 
fallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and 
with the word in our hearts.* 

1 1 Tim. Ui. 15. s 1 John ii. 20, 27; John xvi IS, 14; 1 Gab ti. KUO^T; 
Isa. lix. 21. 

VI. The whole counsel of God, concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, fiaith, and 
life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by 
good and necessary consequence may be deduced, from 
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Stnpture : unto Vfldth nothing at any time is to be 
added, whefllet by new revelations of the Spirit, or 
traditions of men.^ Nevertheless, we acknowledge 
tile inwaord fllumination of the Spirit of God to be ne- 
cessary for the saving; understancGng of such things as 
ore revealed m the word f and that there are some 
drcumstftntes conterning the worship of God, and go- 
vernment of the Church, common to human actions and 
societies^ which are to be ordered by the light of na- 
ture and Christian prudence, according to the general 
rules of the word, which are always to be observed.^ 

> *l^ ilL IS^ll ; O&t. L 8, d : 8 TheM. ii. 8. t John vl 45 ; 1 Cor. ik 
9-.12. S 1 Cor. xl i3» 14; xiv. W, 40. 

• 

VIL All things in Scripture are not aKke plain in 
themselves, fWr alike clear unto all ;* yet those things 
which are necessary to be known, believed, and ob- 
served, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and 
t^etied in some place of Scripture or other, that not 
only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of 
thit ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient under- 
slianding of them:' 

lapetuiie. * FuAm exix. lod, lao. 

VIII. The Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was 
the native language of the people of God of old,) and 
the New Testament in Greek (which at the time of 
the writing of it was most generally known to the na- 
tions,) being immediately inspired by God, and by his 
singular care and providence kept pure in all ages, are 
^erefbre authetitical ;^ so as in all controversies of re- 
ligion, the Church is finally to appeal urito them.* But 
bfjcalljfe these original tongues are not known to all the 

G 
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people of God, who have right unto and interest in the 
Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God, to 
read and search them,' therefore, they are to be trans- 
lated into the vulgar language of every nation unto 
which they come,* that the word of God dwelling plen- 
tifully in all, they may worship him in an acceptable 
manner,^ and through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, may have hope.^ 

iMattv.ia ai8a.viii.20; Actsxv. 15; Jofanv.39,46L sjohnv.39. 
4 1Cor.xiv.6,9, 11, 12,24,27,28. BCoLiU.16. •Ram.xv.i. 

JX. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture 
is the Scripture itself; and, therefore, when there is a 
question about the true and full sense of any Scripture 
(which is not manifold, but one,) it must be searched 
and known by other places that speak more clearly,^ 

>2Fett 20,21; Acts. xv. 15, 16. 

X. The supreme Judge, by which all controversies 
of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of 
councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men^ 
and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scripture.^ 

1 Matt, xxil 29, 31 ; Egh. ii. 20; Acts xxviiL 2& 

CHAPTER II. 

OF GOD, AND OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

There is but one^ only living and true God,* who is 
infinite in being and perfection,^ a most pure spirit,^ invi- 
sible,^ without body, parts^ or passions,'' immutable,^ 
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immense,® eternal,*® incomprehensible," almighty,^^ 
most wise," most holy," most free,^^ most absolute,'^ 
working all things according to the counsel of his own 
immutable and most righteous will,^'' for his own glory ;^^ 
most loving,*^ gracious, merciful, long-suflFering, abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin ;^® the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him ;'* and withal most just and terrible in his 
judgments ;** hating all sin,*^ and who will by no means 
clear the guilty.** 

1 Deut vL 4 : 1 Cor. tUL 4, 6. * 1 Thess. L 9 ; Jer. x. 10. s Job xi. 
1-9 ; Job xxvL 14 * John iv. 24. * 1 Tim. L 17. « Deut iv. 15, 16 ; 
John iv. 84: Luke xxiv. 3P. i Acts xiv. 1 1, 15. » James 1 17 ; Mai. Ui. 6. 
'lKing8vui.27; Jer. xxiil23,24 lo Pgahn xc, 2 ; 1 Tim. i. 17. "Psalm 
adv. a " Gen. xvii. 1 ; Rev. iv. 8. " Rom. xvi. 27. " Isa. vi. 3 ; 
Rev. iv. S^See note i> immediately foregoing.) ^^ Psalm cxv. 3. ^^ Exod. 
iii.l4 "Eph.i.11, »» Prov. xvL 4: Rom. xi. 36. »» 1 John iv. 8, 16. 
» Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. «» Heb. xi a « Neh. ix. 32, 33. « Psahn v. 5, 6. 
« Neh. i. 2,3; Exod. xxxiv. 7. 



II. God hath all life,^ glory,* goodness,^ blessedness,* 
in and of himself ; and is alone in and unto himself all- 
sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which 
he hath made,^ not deriving any glory from them,® but 
only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon 
them : he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, 
through whom, and to whom, are all things '^ and hath 
most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, 
for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth.^ 
In his sight all things are open and manifest ;^ his know- 
ledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the 
creature,^^ so as nothing is to him contingent or uncer- 
tain." He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his 
works, and in all his commands.^* To him is due from 
angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever 
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worship, service, or obedience, he is pjeose^d iq require 
of them.^^ 



1 John T. 96. 9 Acta tu. 8. a Pitlm exix. OS. *l Tim, vi. lA ; . . 
ix.5. > Acti xvU. 24, !^ <JobxxiLS,a 7RQm.xi.a6. » Rer. 
ir. 11 ; 1 Tim. v'u 15i-^{$ee note * trnmeOfatelf fanggingii Baa ir. 81^ 9& 
• Hebiiv. 13L lo Rom. xL SS, 34 ; Psalm cxMi. & " Actsxv.lS; Eaeic 
xi.&. iSFl9]mcxIv.l7i Bom.TiLlg. » Rev. v. 18--14 

III. In the unity of the Godhead there be three 
persons, of one substance, power, and eternity ; God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.* 
The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceed* 
ing ; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father ;* the 
Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and 
the Son.^ 

I IJohpv.7; Matt.iiJ.]i6^n;xxviii.lj);f Cor.xiii.14, f JohnL14kI& 
s John XT. 26 } OaL iv 6. 



CHAPTER III. 

OF god's eternal decree. 

God from all eternity did» by the most wise and 
holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass t^ yet so, as thereby 
neither is God the author of sin,^ nor is violence offered 
to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty car con« 
tingency of second causes taken away, but rather eg« 
tablished.^ 

1 ^)hi. 11; RoolxUSS; Heb. vL 17 ; Rom. ix. 15, 1& *Jame8i. 13,17: 
1 John L 5. s Acts ii. 23; Matt xviL 12; AoU iv. 27, 98; John xix. il t 
Prov. xvi 33. 

II. Although God knows whatsoever may or can 
come to pass upon all supposed conditions ;^ yet hath 
he not decreed any thing because he foresaw it as fu- 
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ture, or as that which would come to pass upon such 
conditions.^ 

lActiXT. 18; lSnii.xxm.11,12; Matt. XL 21, 2SL > Rom. ix. 11, IS, 

M;ia 

III. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of 
his glory, some men and angels^ are predestinated unto 
everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting 
death.' 

1 1 Tbn. V. 21 ; Matt xxt. 41. > Rom. ix. 22, 23 ; Eph. L 5, 6 ; Prov. xvi.4. 

IV. These angels and men, thus predestinated and 
foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably de- 
signed ; and their number is so certain and definite, 
that it cannot be either increased or diminished.^ 

1 2 Urn. U. 19 ; John xiii. 1& 

V. Those of mankind that are predestinated unto 
life, God, before the foundation of the world was laid, 
according to his eternal and immutable purpose, and the 
secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen 
in Christ unto everlasting glory,^ out of his mere free 
grace and love, without any foresight of faith or good 
works, or perseverance in either of them, or any other 
thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving 
him thereunto ;* and all to the praise of his glorious 
grace.* 

» Eph. 1. 4, 9, 11 ; Rom. viii. 30: 2 Tim L 9 ; 1 Thesa. v. 9. « Rom. ix. 
11, 13, 16 i~-{See note >, Section 11. Eph. i. 4, 9.— (See noU i immediaUfy 
foregoing.) s£ph.i. 6, la 

VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, sa 

hath he, by the eternal and most free purpose of his 

will, foreordained all the means thereunto.^ "V\niere- 

g3 
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fore they who are elected being £»llen iq Adam, 9x9 
redeemed by Christ ;' are effectually called unto faith 
in Christ, by his Spirit )¥orking in due season ; are 
justified, adopted, sanctified,^ and kept by his power 
through faith unto salvation.* Neither are ajiy other 
redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, 
sanctified, and saved, but the elect only/ 

1 lPetl2; Eph.L4,5; £ph.aiO; 2Thes8.iLia > ]The8i^v.9,ia 
Titii.14 SRam.viu.30; ^h.i.5; 2The88.iLia «]Feti.& ■Ate 
xriLQ; Rom. viii. 28, to the end of the Chapter : John vi. 64, 65 ; Johnx26; 
yiil4r7i ^JobBiJLiQ. 

VII. The rest of mankind, God was pleased, accor- 
ding to the unsearchable counsel of his own will» 
whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as be 
pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his 
creatures, to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonour 
and wrath for their sin, to the praise of his glorious 
justice.^ 

il|att.xi.29k96s Roin.ix.17, 18^ 21* 28 j 2 Thu il. It, Sft; Jolf^ Tec; 4i 
1 Pet 11 8. 

VIII. The doctrine of this high myatery ol predecH 
tination is to be handled with special pvudence. ai^ 
eare,^ that men attending to the will of God revftfded 
in his word, and yielding obedience tbere^nntO) vmjy 
from the certainty of their eiectual vocation, be aa^ 
sured of their eternal election.^ So shall this doctrini^ 
afford matter of praise, reverence, and admiration of 
God,^ and of humility, diligence, and abundant con- 
solation, to^all that sincerely obey the Gospel.* 

1 Rom. ix.20; xi. 33 ; Deut. xxix. 29. > 2 Pet. i. 10. a ISph, 1 6 ; 

R«n. xL SS. iSee note \ immetUatebf foregomgA * Rom. xi. 5, & 20: 
2Pet. i. 10 i (5ei; note », immedkOelif Megomg sfBom, rUi. S3 ; Luke x. 2^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF CREATION. 

It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,^ 
for the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power, 
wisdom, and goodness,' in the beginning, to create, or 
make of nothing, the world, and- all things thereii^ 
whether visible or invisible, in the space of six di^, 
and all very good.' 

iH«b. iS; JolmL£,8; OoLiSt Jobzuvi 1»: uzim 9 Rom. 
i 20: J«r. z. 12; FMlm dv. 24: xxxiil 5, 0. » {THuwioUftntckmtaif qf 
atnuds) Heb.xS.S} CoLild; ActsxviiSl 

II. After God had made aU other creatures, he cre- 
ated man, male and female,^ with reasonable and im- 
mortal souls,' endued with knowledge, righteousRe«Kii 
aad true faoUness, after his own image,' having the law 
of God written in their hearts,^ and power to ful^ it ;^ 
and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left 
to the liberty of their own will, which was subject unto 
change.^ Besides this law written in their hearts, they 
received a command not to eat of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil ;'' which while they kept, they 
were happy in their communion with God, and had 
dominion over the creatures.' 

1 Gen. i. 27. * Gen. iL 7; EccL xii.7; Luke xxiii. 43 {.Matt 1.88. 

« Gen. L26; CoL iii. 10; Eph. iv. 24. * Rom. ii. 14, 15. » EccL vU. 29. 
« Gen. iii. 6: EccL viL 29: {See note », immediakilif /ore^i9i»8') ' QcQ* ^ 
173iiLa^l,S& • 0611.1. 86^28. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF PROVIDENCE. 

God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold,^ 
(Hrect, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and 
things,* from the greatest even to the least,' by his 
most wise and holy providence,* according to his infal- 
lible foreknowledge,^ and the free and immutable coun- 
sel of his own will,^ to the praise of the glory of his 
wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.'' 

1 Heb.i.a « Dan.iv.3l»S5: FBalm cxxxy. 6 ; Acts xvU. 2&, 86, 88 ; Job, 
Clumten xxxviii, xxxix, xl, xli. * Matt. x. 29—31. * Pror. xv.S: 

Ftatan civ. 24 ; cxlv. 17. » Acta xv. 18 j Psalm xciv. 8— li. • n)h. 1 11 ; 
Psalm xxxiiL 10, IL » Isa. IxiU. 14; I^h. iu. 10; Rom. ix. 17; Gen. xlv. 
7; Psalm cxlv. 7. 

II. Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and 
decree of God, the first cause, all things come to pass 
immutably and infallibly ;^ yet, by the same providence, 
he ordereth them to fall out according to the nature 
of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or contin- 
gently.* 

1 Acts u. 23. « Geii.vui.22; Jer.xxxL35; Exod.xxi.lS; Deut.xix.5; 
1 Kings xxii. 28, 34; Isa. X. 6, 7. 

III. God in his ordinary providence maketh use of 
means,^ yet is free to work without,* above,' and against 
them,* at his pleasure. 

I Acts xxvii. 31, 44 ; Isa. Iv. 10, 11 ; Hosea ii. 21, 22. » Hosea L 7 ; Matt, 
iv. 4; Job xxxiv. 10. » Rom. iv. 19-21. « 2 Kings vi. 6; Dan. [ii.27. 

IV. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and 
infinite goodness of Gt)d, so far manifest themselves in 
his providence, that it extendeth itself even to the first 
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fall and all other sins of angels and men,^ and tbftt noi 
by a bare pennisaiony' but snch as hath jcnned with it 
a most wise and powerful bounding,' and otherwise 
ordering and governing of them> in a manifold dispen* 
sation, to his own holj ends ;^ yet so as the sinfulness 
thereof proceedeth only from the creature, and not 
firom God \ who, being most holy and righteous, neither 
is ncHT can be the author or approver of sin.^ 

1 lUpi xi, $S-9I a S Smb. niT. 1 ; ICluoaxxili 1 ^inn xxiL SS, S3 ; 
1 Cauron. z. 4, la, 14: 2 Sam. xtL 10; Acts U. 23 : iv. 2a^ Acts xiv. 1«C 
a7|«tolxxrL10:8KH^xix.S8. « Oea. i. SO t W s. I> T, 12, a J«om 
L I3» 14» 17; I Jobn ii. 16} PaOml. 21. 

V. The most wise, righteous, and gracious God, 
doth oftentimes leave for a season his own ehitdren to 
manifold temptations, and the corruption of their own 
hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to dis- 
cover unto them the hidden strength of corruption, 
and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be 
humbled ;^ and to raise them to a more close and con- 
stant dependence for their support upon himself,* and 
to mak:e them more watchful against all future occasions 
of sin, and for sundry other just and holy ends.' 

1 SCbim.»xii.2i^ 26,31: 2 Som. xxiv. 1. « 2 Cor. sdi. 7.^ ; FMam 
IxxilL throu^kmsi, * Fsafan IxxvU. t, 10, 12 ; {Read the intermediate verses 
in the Bible j) Mark xiv. from the GBth verse to the end, with John xxL 
15—17. 

VI. As for those wicked and ungodly men, whom 
Grod as a righteous judge, for former sins, doth blind 
and harden,^ from them he not only withholdeth his 
gracey whereby they might have been enlightened in 
their understandings, and wrought upon in their hearts ;* 
but sometimes also withdraweth the gifts which they 
had,' and exposeth them to such objects as their corrup- 
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lion makes occasion of sin ;^ and withal, gives them 
over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, 
and the power of Satan :^ whereby it comes to pass, 
that they harden themselves, even under those means 
which God useth for the softening of others.^ 

1 Rom. L 24, 26, 28; zi 7, & » Deut xxix. 4. * Matt. xiU. 12: xxt. 
88. 4 DeutiidO: 2Kiiig8yiU.12, la » FBatanlxxxi. 11, 18; 2Tbe8i. 
iL 10—12. « Exod. viL 3 ; with Exod. yiu. 15, 32 ; 2 Cor. a 15, 16; Isa. vui. 
14; lFeterU.7,8; l8a.vi.9, 10; Acts xxviii. 26, 27. 

VII. As the providence of God doth, in general, 
reach to all creatures ; so, after a most special manner, 
it taketh care of his church, and disposeth all things 
to the good thereof.^ 

^ lTim.iT. 10; Amo6ix.8,9; Rom.viii.28; ba. xH^. 8^ 4, 5, 14. 



CHAPTER VI. 

■ 

OF THE FALL OF MAN, OF SIN, AND OF THE PUNISH- 
MENT THEREOF. 

Our first parents being seduced by the subtlety and 
temptation of Satan, sinned in eating the forbidden 
fruit.^ This their sin God was pleased, according to 
bis wise and holy counsel, to permit, having purposed 
to order it to his own glory.* 

1 Geiuiii. 13; 2Cor. xi.a *Rom.xi.a2. 

II. By this sin they fell from their original righ- 
teousness, and communion with God,^ and so became 
dead in sin,* and wholly defiled in all the faculties and 
parts of soul and body.^ 

1 Gen. ilL 6-^: Ecdes. yU; 29; Rom. iii. 23. » Gen. ii. 17; EgAi. ii. 1. 
<Titu8i.l5; GeD.¥L5; Jer.xvu.9; Rom. ill lO-ia 
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III. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt 
of this sin was imputed,^ and the same death in sin and 
corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, de- 
scending from them by ordinary generation.* 

1 Gen. L 27, 28 : iL 16^ 17: Acts XTii. 26; Rom. ▼. 12, 15^19: 1 Cor. xv 
21,22.45^49. • FBaIinli.5i Gen. ▼. 3; JobxiT. 4; xv. 14. 

IV. From this original corruption, whereby we are 
utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all 
good,^ and wholly inclined to all evil,' do proceed all 
actual transgressions.^ 

1 Bom.y.6; vUl7; vU. 18 ; CoLL21. « Gen. tU 5 ; tuL 21 ; Rom. UL 
10—12. s James I 14^ 15 ; Eph. iL 2, 3; Matt xv. 19. 

y. This corruption of nature, during this Hfe, doth 
remain in those that are regenerated :^ and although it 
be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet both 
itself, and all the motions thereof, are truly and pro- 
perly sin.* 

1 IJohni8,10; Rom. vii. 14^ 17, 18, 23 : Jame8iiL2i Ftov.xx.9; Ecclea 
vii. 20. SRom. TU.5, 7, 8, 25; GaL v. 17. 

VI. Every sin, both original and actual, being a 
transgression of the righteous law of God, and contrary 
thereunto,^ doth, in its own nature, bring guilt upon 
the sinner,* whereby he is bound over to the wrath of 
God,' and curse of the law,^ and so made subject to 
death,^ with all miseries spiritual,^ temporal,'' and 
eternal.^ 

ilJohnm.4 «Rom. iL15i m.9, 19. sEpIi.U.S. ^GaLUtlO. 
•BMii.TL2a •Epb.iv.ia ? Rom. yiii. 20 ; Lam. ui. 3a •Matt 
xxT.41i STbess. i.9. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

OF god's covenant with man. 

Tub dktaitcd between Gt)d and the creature is so 
great, that although reasonable creatures do owe obe^ 
dience unto him as their Creator, yet they could n^ver 
have any fruition of him as their blessedness and re^ 
ward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's 
part, which he hath been pleased to eitpress by way of 
covenant.^ 

iIsatahxL 13^17; Jdb. iit. 88, S3 : 18am.U.fi5; PMdm (»ftt. 5, 6 ; c.«,3; 
Job xxii. 2, 3 j xxxv. 7, 8 ; Luke xvii. 10 ; Acts xvii. 24, 25. 

II. The first covenant made with man was a cove- 
nant of works,* wherein life was promised to Adam, 
and in him to his posterity,* upon condition of perfect 
and personal obedience.* 

» Gal Ui. 12. « Rom. x. 5 ; v. 12— 20— (Sec Chapter Vt Section 3, noU ».) 
•Gen.u.17; Gal.iii.10. 

III. Man by his fall having made himself incapable 
of life by that covenant^ the Lord wag pleas<»d to tfiake 
a second,^ commonly called the Covenant of Chc^aoe : 
wherein he freely offereth unto sinners life akid ittka- 
tion by Jeans Christy requiring of them fidth' in him, 
that they may be saved f and prominng' to give unto 
all those that are ordained unto bfe his Holy Spirit, to 
make them willing and able to believe.* 

1 Gal iii. 21 : Rom. viiL 3; Ui. 20, 21 ; Gen. iii. 15^ Isaiah xliHa • liaik 
xvL 16, 10; John ill 10; Horn. x. 6,9; Gal UL II. * Esek. xkxiri. 2(L 8?; 
Jolmvi.4i.45. 

tV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth 
in the Scripture by the name of a Testament, in refe- 



OF THE CHVRCH OF SCOTLAND. "^S 

rence to the death of Jesus Christ, the testator, and to 
the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to 
it, therein bequeathed.^ 

1 Heb. ix. 1&-.17; Heb. TiL S2; Luke xxil 20; 1 Cor. xi. 25. 

V. This covenant was differently administered in the 
time of the law, and in the time of the Gospel :^ under 
the law it was administered by promises, prophecies^ 
sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other 
types and ordinances deUvered to the people of the 
Jews, all fore-signifying Christ to come,* which were 
for that time sufficient and efficacious, through the ope* 
ration of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect 
in faith in the promised Messiah,' by whom they had 
full remission of sins, and eternal salvation ; and is called 
the Old Testament.* 

1 2 Cor. iii 6-9. » Heb. Chapters vui, ix. x ; Rom. iv. 11 ; CoL u. 11, 12 ; 
lCor.T.7. siCor.x.l-4i Ueb.xi.13; JohnviU.d& « GaL ill 7-^, 14. 

VI. Under the Gospel, when Christ the substance' 
was exhibited, the ordinances in which this covenant is 
dispensed are the preaching of the word, and the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper ;* which, though fewer in number, and 
administered with more simplicity, and less outward 
glory, yet in them it is held forth in more fulness, evi- 
dence, and spiritual efficacy,' to all nations, both Jews 
and Gentiles ;* and is called the New Te§tament.^ 
There are not therefore two covenants of grace differ- 
ing in substance, but one and the same under various 
dispensations.^ 

1 Ccd. ii. 17. « Matt xxviii, 19, 20 ; 1 Cor. xL 23-25. » Heb. xii. 22-57t 
Jar. xxxi. 33,34. * Matt xxviU. 19 ;^See note * immediateiy foregoing ;) 
£k»h.ii. 15-19L « Luke xxii. 20. < Gal. tii. 14, 16 ; Acts xv. 11 } Ron. 
m. 21-423, 30; PBalm xxxiL 1, with Rom. iv. 3,6, 16, 17, 23, 24 ; Heb. xiii.8. 

H 
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CHAPTER vm. 

OF CHRIST THE MEDIATOR. 

It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose 
and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to 
be the Mediator between God and man ;^ the Prophet,' 
Priest,' and King;^ the Head and Saviour of his 
Church ;^ the Heir of all things ;^ and Judge of the 
world :'' unto whom he did from all eternity give a 
people to be his seed,® and to be by him in time re- 
deemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified.^ 

il8a.xia.l; lFeteril9,20; JohniU. 16; lTim.ii.S. >Act»iu.82. 

• Heti.T.5,6. 4FBa]]nii6: Lukei.3& »Ek>h.y.8SL •Heb.iS. 
^AotsxTiiSl. sjohnxviLd; Fttlmxzii.aOi iBaiahlULia •ITim. 
iL6s Isaiah It. 4,5} ICor.LSa 

II, The Son of God, the second person in the Tri- 
nity, being very and eternal God, of one substance, and 
equal with the Father, did, when the fulness of time 
was come, take upon him man's nature,^ with all the 
essential properties and common infirmities thereof yet 
without sin;' being conceived by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her 
substance.' So that two whole, perfect, and distinct 
natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were insepa- 
rably joined together in one person, without conversion^ 
composition, or confusion.^ Which person is very God 
and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man.^ 
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III. The Lord Jesus, in his human nature, thus 
united to the divine, was sanctified and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit above measure ;^ having in him all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge f in whom it 
pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell :^ to 
the end, that being holj, harmless, undefiled, and 
fiiU of grace and truth,^ he might be thoroughly fur- 
nished to execute the office of a Mediator and Surety/ 
Which office he took not unto himself, but was there- 
unto called by his Father;^ who put all power and 
judgment into his hand, and gave him commandment to 
execute the same.'' ' 

iPmlmxly.?: JohnUi.S4. sCoLiia •CoLtia 4Heb.vil26; 
JohnL14. »Actox.SS; Hdi.zil84;TU.82L •Heb.T.4^6. vJohn 
▼. SS, S7i Matt xxviii. 18; Acts U. 36. 

IV. This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly 
undertake;^ which that he might discharge, he was 
made under the law,* and did perfectly fulfil it ;^ en- 
dured most grievous torments immediately in his souV 
and most painful sufferings in his body ;* was crucified, 
and died ;^ was buried, and remained under the power 
of death, yet saw no corruption.'' On the third day, 
he arose from the dead,^ with the same body in which 
he suffered ;^ with which also he ascended into heaven, 
and there sitteth at the right hand of his Father,^^ mak- 
ing intercession ;^^ and shall return to judge men and 
angels at the end of the world.^* 

> Flalm xL 7, 8: Heb. x. 5^10; John x. 18 j FhiL il a > Gal iv. 4. 

• Matt iii 15: ▼. 17. • « Matt xxvi 37.38: Luke xxii. 44 ; Matt xxviL ¥i. 




3,4,^ 

Till. 34: Heh. ix. 24; vii. 25. " Rom. xiY. 9, 10; Acto 1 11; Actsx. 4S; 

Miittm40u.^; Judebver.6; 2FetiL4 
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y. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and 
sacrifice of himself, which he, through the eternal Spi- 
rit, once oflFered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the 
justice of his Father ;^ and purchased not only recon- 
ciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven, for all those whom the Father hath given 
unto him.* 

1 Rom. T. 19 ; Heb. ix. 14, 16 : x. 14; Eah. v. 2 ; Rom. iU. 2Sw 2& 

* Dan. ix. 24, 26 ; Col. i. 19, 20 ; Eph. i. 11, 14 ; John xvii. 2 ; Heb. ix. 12, 15. 

VI. Although the work of redemption was not ac- 
tually wrought by Christ till after his incarnation, yet 
the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof, were commu- 
nicated unto the elect in all ages successively from the 
beginning of the world, in and by those promises, 
types, and sacrifices, wherein he was revealed and sig- 
nified to be the Seed of the woman, which should 
bruise the serpent's head, and the Lamb slain from the 
beginning of the world, being yesterday and to-day tho 
same, and for ever.^ 

1 Gal. iT. 4,5; Gen. ui. 15; Rev.xiilS; Heb. xiu. a 

Vn. Christ, in the work of mediation, acteth accor- 
ding to both natures ; by each nature doing that which 
is proper to itself :^ yet, by reason of the unity of the 
person, that which is proper to one nature is sometimes 
in Scripture attributed to the person denominated by 
the other nature.^ 

1 Heb. ix. 14. (See Section V. note i, Scripture the Second.) I Pet. iii. 18. 

* Acts XX. 28 ; John iii. 13 ; i John iiL 1& 

VIII. To all those for whom Christ hath purchased 
redemption, he doth certainly and effiectually apply and 
communicate the same ;^ making intercession for them ;^ 
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and revealing unto them, in and by the word, the mys* 
teries of salvation ;' effectually persuading them by his 
Spirit to believe and obey ; and governing their hearts 
by his word and Spirit ;^ overcoming all their enemies 
by his almighty power and wisdom, in such manner and 
ways as are most consonant to his wonderful and un- 
searchable dispensation.^ 

1 John tL 37.30; John X. 15, Id «! Johnii 1, 2: Rom.Tiil31 *Joim 
ST. 13, 15; Eidi. 17— 9; JohnxviLS. * John^v. 16; Heb.xiL 2; 2Coi: iv. 
13 ; Rom. viH 9, 14; xv. 18^ 19 : John XTii. 17. » FSahn ex. 1 : 1 Cor. xt. 
25^26; BfaL iT.2, 3; Col. IL li. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OF FREE WILL. 

God hath endued the will of man with that natural 
liberty, that it is neither forced, nor by any absolute 
necessity of nature determined, to good or evil.^ 

1 Matt xvil 12; Jama i. 14; Deut. xxx. 19. 

II. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and 
power to will and to do that which is good and well 
pleasing to God ;^ but yet mutably, so that he might 
fall from it.^ 

i£ccLvu.29; Gen.L26. « Gen. it 16, 17 ; ill & 

III. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly 
lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompany- 
ing salvation ;^ so as a natural man, being altogether 
averse from that good,^ and dead in sin,^ is not able, by 
his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare him* 
self thereunto.* 

>Roni.T.6; vm.7; Johnxv.5. > ipom. iU. 10, i& aEbh.U.l,5i CoL 
ii. 13. « John vi 44 65; £ph ii. 2-5; 1 Cor. U. 14; Tit Ul7S-5. 

h3 
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IV. When God converts a sinner, and translates 
him into the state of grace, he fireeth him from his na- 
tural bondage under sin,^ and by his grace alone ena- 
bles him freely to will and to do that which is spiritu- 
ally good f yet so as that, by reason of his remaining 
corruption, he doth not perfectly nor oxAj will that 
which is good, but doth also will that which is eviL' 

1C61.U13; Johnviu.34,36L • Phil i LIS: Rom. yi. 18, 28. Oal.y.17; 
Rom. vU. IS, 18, 19, 21, 2a 

y. The will of man is made perfectly and immuta- 
bly free to do good alone in the state of glory only.^ 

1 Eph. i7. 13; Heb. xii.23 ; 1 John ill 2 ; Jude,24. 



CHAPTER X. 

OF EFFECTUAL CALLING. 

All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, 
and those only, he is pleased, in his appointed and ac- 
cepted time, eflFectually to call,^ by his word and Spi- 
rit,* out of that state of sin and death in which they are 
by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ ;' en- 
lightening their minds spiritually and savingly to under- 
stand the things of God ;^ taking away their heart of 
stone, and giving unto them an heart of flesh ;^ renew- 
ing their wills, and by his almighty power determining 
them to that which is good ;^ and eflFectually drawing 
them to Jesus Christ ;'' yet so as they come most freely, 
being made willing by his grace.® 

iRom.yiiL30: xl7: Eph. i. 10, 11. > 2 Thefls. ii. 13, 14 ; 2Cor.iU.S,6. 
t Rom. via. 2 : a>h. a 1— 5 1 2 Tim. L 9, 10. < Acta xxvL 18 ; 1 Cor. IL 
10, 12 i Eph. i. 17, 1& & Esek. xxxvt 2& « Ezek. xi. 19 ; Pha ii. 13; 
Deat.xxx.6: Eiek.xxxyi.27. ^ E^.L 19s John tL 44^45. *CAntL4; 
FlMlm ex. 3 i John tL 37 i Bom. tL l&^ia 
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II. This effectual call is of God*s free and special 
grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in man :^ 
who is altogether passive therein, until, being quick- 
ened and renewed by the Holy Spirit,* he is thereby 
enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace 
offered and conveyed in it.' 

»2Tini.L9: Tltiil4,5: E^h.iL4,5,8,9: Ram.ix.lL «1 Cor. a 14: 
Soni.yiU.7; £|>h.ii& > JohnviS?; £idE.xxxTL87; JdhnT.2S. 

III. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated 
and saved by Christ through the Spirit,^ who worketh 
when, and where, and how he pleaseth.* So also are 
all other elect persons, who are incapable of being out- 
wardly called by the ministry of the word.' 

iLuke3cirm.l5,16; ActsiLSSLSQ: John iiL 3.5; IJohnv. 12; Ronuviii. 
9. (Compared together.) * John iiL a '1 John v. 18 ; Acts iv. 12. 

IV. Others not elected, although they may be called 
by the ministry of the word,^ and may have some com- 
mon operations of the Spirit,* yet they never truly 
come unto Christ, and therefore cannot be saved:' 
much less can men not professing the Christian religion 
be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they ever so 
diligent to frame their lives according to the light of 
nature, and the law of that religion they do profess ;^ 
and to assert and maintain that they may, is very perni- 
cious, and to be detested.^ 

lMattzxii.14 * Matt. viL 22 ; xiii. 20, 21 ; Heb. vL 4, S. < John tL 
64-^; John via 24. « Actsiv.lS; «John iv.88; xiT.6; XYaS; ^ph.a 
\% »2John»-ll: lCor.xvi.22: 0«LL6-& 
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CHAPTER XL 

OF JUSTIFICATION. 

Those whom God effectually calleth he also freely 
justifieth ;^ not by infusing righteousness into them, 
but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and ac- 
cepting their persons as righteous : not for any thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's 
sake alone t not by imputing faith itself, the act of be- 
lieving, or any other evangelical obedience, to them as 
their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience 
and satisfaction of Christ unto them,' they receiving 
and resting on him and his righteousness by £uth : 
which faith they have not of themselves ; it is the gift 
of God.» 

iRoin,viil30; iil24. * Rom. iU. 88,24,25,27 SB; iy.5-S; SCor.y. 19, 
81; Tit iii. 5, 7: Eph. i. 7: Jer. xxiiL 6; 1 Cor. L 90, 31 ; Rom. t. 17—19. 
<Act8X.44; GaLii.16; FlULiil9; Acto xiil 38, 39 ; i^U.7,a 

II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and 
his righteousness, is the alone instrument of justifica- 
tion ;^ yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is 
ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no 
dead faith, but working by love.' 

iJohnL18; Rom.ia88:T. 1. t James iL 17,88, 8S; Gfll.v.& 

III. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully 
discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, 
and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to his 
Father's justice in their behalf.^ Yet, inasmuch as he 
was given by the Father for them,' and his obedience 
and satisfaction accepted in their stead,' and both freely, 
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not for any thing in them, their justification is only of 
free grace ;^ that both the exact justice and rich grace 
of God might be glorified in the justification of sin- 
ners.* 

1 Bom. ▼.8— 10, 19: 1 Tim. ii. 5,6; Helx x. 10, 14; Dan. ix. 84^ 2S: Iiaiah 
m. 4.-«, 10-18. i Rom. viii 32. < 8 Cor. v. 21 ; Matt UL 17 ; 4>h. v. 2L 
«Rom.m.24s £^h.L7. & Bom. iiL 26 ,- E^h. U. 7. 

IV. God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all 
the elect ;^ and Christ did, in the fulness of time, die 
for their sins, and rise again for their justification :' ne- 
vertheless they are not justified, until the Holy Spirit 
doth in due time actually apply Christ unto them.' 

1 Gal. iii. 8; 1 Pet. i. 2, 19, 20 : Rom. viU. 90l * OaL iv. 4 : 1 Tim. U.6s 
Rom. iy. 2& < CoL L 21, 23; GaL ii. 16, {See note < HnmediaUlif forego, 
*V» TltiiL4-7. 

V. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those 
that are justified '} and although they can never fall 
from the state of justification,' yet they may by their 
sins fall under God's fatherly displeasure, and not have 
the light of his countenance restored unto them, until 
they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, 
and renew their faith and repentance.' 

1 Matt vi. 12; 1 John i7, 9 : 1 John U. 1,2. t Luke xxiL 32; John x. 
28; Heb.x, 14; » Psahn Ixxxuc. 31—33; Psalm li. 7—12; xxxii. 6; Matt 
xxvi. 75 ; 1 Cor. XL 30, 32 ; Lukei. 20. 

VI. The justification of believers under the Old 
Testament was, in all these respects, one and the same 
with the justification of believers under the New Testa- 
ment.^ 

1 Oal iiL9, 13, 14; Rom. iv. 22-24; Heb. xiii.a 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OF ADOPTION. 

All those that are justified, God vouchsafethy in 
and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of 
the grace of adoption :^ by which they are taken into 
the number, and enjoy the Hberties and privileges of 
the childrea of God ;' have his name put upon them,^ 
receive the Spirit of adoption ;^ have access to the 
throne of grace with boldness;* are enabled to cry, 
Abba, Father ;^ are pitied,'' protected,® provided for,^ 
and chastened by him as by a father ;^® yet never cast 
off,^^ but sealed to the day of redemption,^^ and inherit 
the promises,^^ as heirs of everlasting salvation.^^ 

1 Eph. L 5; OaL iv. 4,& * Ram. tUL 17; John i. 18. • Jer. xiv. 0$ 
SCor.vL 18; kev. iil 12. * Rom. viii. 15. » Eph. iU. 12 ; Rom. r. 8. 
«OaLiv.flL vFtalmcUiia ■Frov.xiT.S6. ^mtt yi. aLSi ; 1 F«k. 
▼.7. lOHebuxiiflL nLian.m.Sl. ME^b.iv.aQ. iiilSQUTi.12. 
HlPeC.i.3,4; HeUi.ll 



CHAPTER XIII. 

OF SANCTIFICATION. 

They who are eflFectually called and regenerated, 
naving a new heart and a new spirit created in them, 
are feurther sanctified really and personally, through the 
virtue of Christ's death and resurrection,^ by his word 
and Spirit dwelling in them ;^ the dominion of the whole 
body of sin is destroyed,^ and the several lusts thereof 
are more and more weakened and mortified,^ and they 
more and more quickened and strengthened in all sav- 
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ing grace,' to the practice of true holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.^ 

ilCor.vi. lis Actfzx.S; FhiliiL 10; Rflm.TL&«. tJolmxTiLn: 
^ta. T. 26; 8 111618.11. la sBoin.vL6,14 «Oa].y.94i Boa. vUi. 1& 
ftCoLUli; £^iii.l&-ia ^S Cor.TiLl; Heb.xU.li. 

II. This sanctification is throughout in the whole 
man,^ yet imperfect in this life ; there ahideth still some 
remnants of corruption in eyery part :' whence ariseth 
a continual and irrecondlahle war, the flesh lusting 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.^ 

UTlieBB.y.23. *lJohnL 10; Roiq.TU. 18,28; FhiLiiilS. •GaLy. 
17; IFetiLlL 

III. In which war, although the remaining corrup- 
tion for a time may much prevail,^ yet, through the 
continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit 
of Christ, the regenerate part doth oTercome :' and so 
the saints grow in grace,^ perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God.* 

iBom.yiL8a t Boin.yL 14i 1 Joliiiy.4; I^|y. 15, 161 •2Pet.iii 
18;2CoK;iii.ia «2Cor.TU.l. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



OF SAVING FAITH. 



The grace of faith, wherehy the elect are enabled 
to believe to the saving of their souls,^ is the work of 
the Spirit of Christ in their hearts,' and is ordinarily 
wrought by the ministry of the word :' by which also, 
and by the administration of the sacraments, and prayer, 
it is increased and strengthened.* 

1 Hfib.x.aO. *2Cor.iy.lS: Ebh.i.17— 19:U.a • Rflm. x. 14, 17. 
4I7tet.&S| AcUxx.SBsRom.lT7lli Luke xvii. 5; Bom. L 16,17. 
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II. By this £uth, a Christian believeth to be true 
whatsoever is revealed in the word, for the authority of 
God himself peaking therein ;^ and acteth differently 
upon that which each particular passage thereof con- 
taineth ; yielding obedience to the commands,^, trem- 
bling at the threatenings,^ and embracing the promises 
of God for this life and that which is to come.^ But 
the principal acts of saving faith are, accepting, receiv- 
ing, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, 
sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the cove- 
nant of gra.ce.' 

1 John iv. 42; 1 Thesa. ii. 13; 1 John v. 10; Acts xxiv. 14 * Rom. zvl 
2& si8a.lxyi2. « Heb. xi. 13 ; 1 Tim. iv. & & Johni. 12; ActszvLSl; 
6aLil20; Acts xv. 11. 

III. This faith is different in degrees, weak or 
strong ;^ may be often and many ways assailed and 
weakened, but gets the victory ;^ growing up in many 
to the attainment of a full assurance through Christ,^ 
who is both the author and finisher of our faith.^ 

I Heb. y. 13, U; Rom. iv. 19,20; Matt vl30; viii.10. >Lukexxii.3i,32; 
E^.vi.16; 1 Johnv.4,5. « Heb. vi. 11, 12 ; x. 22 ; Col il 2l «Heb.xii.2. 



CHAPTER XV. 

OF REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE. 

Repentance unto life is an evangelical grace ;^ the 
doctrine whereof is to be preached by every Minister 
of the Gospel, as well as that of faith in Christ.^ 

1 Zech. xii. 10; Acts xi. 1& > Luke xxiv. 47 ; Mark i. 15 ; Acts xx 2L > 

IL By it a sinner, out of the sight and sense, not 
only of the danger, but also of the filthiness and 
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odiousness of his sins, as contrary to the holy nature 
and righteous law of God, and upon the apprehension 
of his mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, so grieves 
for and hates his sins, as to turn from them all unto 
God,^ purposing and endeavouring to walk with him in 
all the ways of his commandments.' 



1 Esek. XTiii. 90, 31 ; zxxvi. 31 ; Isa. xxx, 22 ; Psalm 11 4 : Jer. 
19: Joel ii. 12, 13 : Amm v. 15; Psalm cxlx. 128; 2 Cor. m 11. 
cxk.6,59, 106 ; LukeL 6 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 25. 



xxxi. IB, 
> Psalm 



III. Although repentance he not to he rested in, as 
any satisfaction for sin, or any cause of the pardon 
thereof,^ which is the act of God's free grace in Christ ;* 
yet is it of such necessity to all sinners, that none may 
expect pardon without it.' 

I Ezek. xxxvi. 31, 32 ; xvl61-^ * Ho6eaxiv.2,4; IU>m.iil24; Eph 
1. 7. * Lukexiii. 3, 5 ; Acts xvU. 30,3L 

IV. As there is no sin so small hut it deserves dam- 
nation ;^ so there is no sin so great, that it can hrin^ 
damnation upon those who truly repent.' 

1 Rom. vi. 23; v. 12; Matt.zU.36. > lsa.ly. 7; Bom. viiL 1 ; Isa. i. 16, 18. 

V. Men ought not to content themselves with a ge- 
neral repentance, but it is every man's duty to endea- 
vour to repent of his particular sins particularly.^ 

1 Psalm xix. 13; Luke xix. 8; 1 Tim. i. 13, 15 

VI. As every man is bound to make private confes- 
sion of his sins to God, praying for the pardon thereof;^ 
upon which, and the forsaking of them, he shall find 
mercy ;' so he that scandaUzeth his brother, or the 
church of Christ, ought to be willing by a private or 
public confession and sorrow for his sin, to declare his 
repentance to those that are ofifended ;' who are there- 
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upon to be reconciled to him, and in love to receiye 
him.^ 

1 Ftafan xxxil 5, : li. 4, 5, 7, 9, 14 * Prov. xxtUL IS: 1 John i. 9. 
sjainesv.l6i Lukexyu.S»4i Joshua viL 19; {Vaabantkrougkami.) «2Cor. 
ii.8. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

OF GOOD WORKS. 

Good works are only such as God hath commanded 
in his holy word,^ and not such as, without the war- 
rant therof, are devised by men, out of bHnd zeal, or 
upon any pretence of good intention.^ 

iMicabyi.8; Rom.zil.2; Heb.xm. 21. > Matt xt. 9 ; ba. xxiz. IS; 
IPeterLlS; Bom. x.2i JohnxvL2} 1 Sam. xv. 21— 23L 

II. These good works, done in obedience to God's 
commandments, are the fruits and evidences of a true 
and lively faith :^ and by them believers manifest their 
thankfulness,' strengthen their assurance,' edify their 
brethren,* adorn the profession of the gospel,' stop the 
mouths of the adversaries,^ and glorify God,'' whose 
workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus there- 
unto ;^ that, having their fruit unto hoUness, they may 
have the end eternal life.^ 

1 James a 18, 22. • Flalmcxvt 12,13: 1 Peter ii 9. < IJdhn ii. 3. 5 : 
2PeterL5— la « 2 Cor. ix. 2 ; Matt. v. 1& <» Titos ii. 5, 9--12 : 1 Tim! 
▼i.1. •lFeteril.15. « 1 Peter il 12 ; FhiL L 11 : John xy. a • Ebbw 
ilia »Bam.vi.22. ^ 

III. Their ability to do good works is not at all of 
themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ.* And 
that they may be enabled thereunto, besides the graces 
they have already received, there is required an actual 
influence of the same Holy Spirit to V^ork in thetn to 
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will and to do of his good pleasure :' yet are they not 
hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were not bound 
to perform any duty unless upon a special motion of the 
Spirit ; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the 
grace of God that is in them.' 

1 John xv. 4^-6 ; Ezek. xxzvi. 26, S7. > FhiL ii. 13: iv. IS ; S Cor. iii. & 
3pha ii 12; Heb.^i. il, 12 : 2 Peter i. 3, 5, 10, llj l8a.lxiv.7i 5Tiin.i.6; 
Acts xxvi. 6, 7 } Jude, verse 20, 21. 

IV. They who in their obedience attain to the 
greatest height which is possible in this life, are so far 
from being able to supererogate, and to do more than 
God requires, that they fall short of much which in 
duty they are bound to do.^ 

1 Lukexvii. 10; Neh. xiu.22; Jcb. ix. 2,3; 0«L v. 17. 

V. We cannot, by our best works, merit pardon of 
sin, or eternal life, at the hand of God, by reason of the 
great disproportion that is between them and the glory 
to come, and the infinite distance that is between us 
and God, whom by them we can neither profit nor sa- 
tisfy for the debt of our former sins ;^ but when we have 
done all we can, we have done but our duty, and are 
unprofitable servants ;^ and because, as they are good, 
they proceed from his Spirit ;' and as they are wrought 
by us, they are defiled and mixed with so much weak- 
ness and imperfection, that they cannot endure the se- 
verity of God's judgment.* 

I Rom.iii.20i iv.2,4,6; viii.18; E^h.ii.8,9, Titiu.5— 7; F8almxvl2s 
Job xxiL 2, 3 } XXXV. 7, & * Luke xvii. K) ; {See Section IF. note i, immedi. 
aieiu foregoing.) * Oal v. 22, 23. « Isaiah Ixiv. 6; GaL v. 17; Rom. vii. 
15^18; Fsa]mcxxx.S; cxlilL2. 

VI. Yet notwithstanding, the persons of believers 
being accepted through Christ, their good works also 
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are accepted in him ;^ not as though they were in this 
life wholly unblameable and unreprovable in Grod's 
sight ;^ but that he, looking upon them in his Son, is 
pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, 
although accompanied with many weaknesses and im- 
perfections.' 

1 Eph. i. 6; 1 Pet iu 5; ExocL xxviiL 38: Qen. iv. 4; Heb.xi. 4 * Job 
ix.20; Psalm cxliii. 2. • Heb. xiiuSO, 21; vi. 10; 2 Ck>r. viii. 12; Matt 



XXV 



.21, 2a 



VII. Works done by unregenerate men, although, 
/for the matter of them, they may be things which God 
commands, and of good use both to themselves and 
others ;^ yet, because they proceed not from an heart 
purified by faith ;* nor are done in a right manner, ac- 
cording to the word ;' nor to a right end, the glory of 
God ;* they are therefore sinful, and cannot please Grod, 
or make a man meet to receive grace from God.* And 
yet their neglect of them is more sinful, and displeasing 
unto God.^ 

1 2 Kings X. 90, 31: 1 Kings xxi. 27, 29; Phil i. 15, 16, 1& > Gen. iv. 5; 
Heb.xL4,6L < 1 Cor. xiiT 3 ; Isaiah L 12. «MattvL2,5, 16. > Hag; 
iL 14 : Titus i. 15 ; Amos v. 21, 22 ; Rosea i. 4 ; Rom. ix. 16 ; Titus iiL 5. 
« F8ahn xiv. 4 ; xxxvi 3 ; Job xxL 14, 15; Matt xxv. 41—43, 45; xxiii.23. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. 

They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, ef- 
fectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, can neither 
totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace ; but 
shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be 
eternally saved.^ 

iFhiLL6; 2 Pet. L 10; 1 Pet i. 5^ 9; John x. 28,29; 1 John ill 9l 
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II. This perseverance of the saints depends not upoB 
their own free will, but upon the immutability of the 
decree of election, flowing from the free and unchange- 
able love of God the Father ;^ upon the efficacy of the 
merit and intercession of Jesus Christ ;^ the abiding of 
the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them ;^ and 
the nature of the covenant of grace :^ from all which 
ariseth also the certainty and infallibiHty thereof.^ 




Bom. 

iiL3; 1 John H. 19. 

III. Nevertheless they may, through the tempta- 
tions of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of cor- 
ruption remaining in them> and the neglect of the 
means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins '^ 
And for a time continue therein :* whereby they incur 
God's displeasure,' and grieve his Holy Spirit ;* come 
to be deprived of some measure of their graces and 
comforts f have their hearts hardened,® and their con- 
sciences wounded;'' hurt and scandaUze others,^ and 
bring temporal judgments upon themselves.^ 

1 Matt xxvt 70, 78, 74. > Fsahn li. {the HOe.) vexve 14 < Isaiah bdr, 
5,7, 9; 2 Sam. xi 27. * Eph. iv. 30l » PaaJIm 1L 8L 10, 12 ; Rev. ii 4 ; 
Cant V. 2-^ 6. • baiah IxUi. 17: Mark vi 52 : xvt 14. ? F»alm xxxii; 
3,4; 11. a 82Sam.xii.14. 9 Fsahn Ixxxix. 31, 32 ; 1 Cor. xi. 32. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

OF ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND SALVATION. 

Although hypocrites,, and other unregenerate men, 

may vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and 

carnal presumptions of being in the favour of God and 

estate of salvation ^^ which hope of theirs shall perish;' 

i3 
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yet such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love 
him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good con- 
science before him, may in this life be certainly assured 
that they are in the state of grace,^ and may rejoice in 
the hope of the glory of God ; which hope shall never 
make them ashamed.^ 

1 JobTiu. 13, 14; Micah iU. 11 ; Deut xxix. 19; John Tili 41. < Matt 
yil22,23. t IJofan ii. 3 ; iii. 14, 18, 19, 21, 84 ; ▼. 13. «Rom.T.8,5. 

II. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and pro- 
bable persuasion, grounded upon a fallible hope ;' but 
an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the di- 
vine truth of the promises of salvation,* the inward evi- 
dence of those graces unto which these promises are 
made,^ the testimony of the Spirit of adoption witness- 
ing with our spirits that we are the children of God :* 
which Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, whereby 
we are sealed to the day of redemption.* 

1 Heb. vi. 11, 19. > Heb. vL 17, 18. S2Peteri.4,5, 10, 11; IJohniiS: 
iii.l4;2Cor.i.l2. « Rom. vui. 15, 16L » Eph i. 13, 14; iv. 3Q; 2 Cor. u 
21,22. 

III. This infallible assurance doth not so belong to 
the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wait 
long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be 
partaker of it :^ yet, being enabled by the Spirit to 
know the things which are freely given him of God, he 
may, without extraordinary revelation, in the right use 
of ordinary means, attain thereunto.* And, therefore, 
it is the duty of every one to give all diligence to make 
his calUng and election sure ;^ that thereby his heart 
may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Ghost^ 
in love and thankfulness to God, and in strength and 
cheerfulness in the duties of obedience,^ the proper 
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fruits of this assurance ; so far is it from inclining men 
to looseness.^ 




IV. True believers may have the assurance of their 
salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and intermit- 
ted ; as, by negUgence in preserving of it ; by falling 
into some special sin, which woundeth the conscience, 
and grieveth the Spirit ; by some sudden or vehement 
temptation ; by God's withdrawing the light of his 
countenance, and suffering even such as fear him to walk 
in darkness, and to have no Ught:^ yet are they never 
utterly destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith, 
that love of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of 
heart and conscience of duty, out of which, by the ope- 
ration of the Spirit, this assurance may in due time be 
revived,* and by the which, in the mean time, they are 
supported from utter despair.' 

1 Cant V. 2, S, 6: Psalm li. 8, 12, 14; Ixxvii. 1—10; Eph. iv. 30, 31s Matt, 
xxyi 69>— 72 : Psalm xxxL 22 : (Psalm Ixxxviil throughout :) is^an L 10. 
1 1 John uL 9 ; Luke xxil 32: Job xiii. 15: Psalm IxxiiL 15 ; iL 8—12; {See 
note"^ immediateljf foregoing i J Isa. h 10. — (See note i imtnediatelv foregoing.) 
s Micah vii. 7—9; Jer. xxxii. 40; Isaiah lir. 7—10; Psalm xxiu 1.— ^PttaBn 
Ixxxviii. throughout) 



CHAPTER XIX. 

OF THE LAW OF GOD. 

God gave to Adam a law, as a covenant of works, 
by which he bound him, and all his posterity, to perso- 
nal,, entire, exact, and perpetual obedience ; promised 
life upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the 
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breach of it ; and endued him with power and abilityHo 
keep it.^ 

«i.^-i^?'j"-"j Rooi.ii.14, 15;z.5:t.18, 19; QaL iii. 10» 12; 
EcdLTiL29; J6h.xxviii.2a -» » » --t » » > 

II. This law, aft^ his fall, continued to be a per* 
feet rule of righteousness ; and, as such, was deUvered 
by God upon mount Sinai in ten commandments, and 
written in two tables ;^ the first four commandments 
containing our duty towards God, and the other six our 
duty to man.* 

^ Jame8l25; il 8, 10—12: Bom. xiii. 8, 9: Deut y. S8; x. i; Exod. xxxiv. 1. 
fMatt.xxii.37l-4a 

III. Besides this law, commonly called moral, God 
was pleased to give to the people of Israel, as a church 
under age, ceremonial laws, containing several typical 
ordinances ; partly of worship, prefiguring Christ, his 
graces, actions, sufferings, and benefits;^ and partly 
holding forth divers instructions of moral duties.' All 
which ceremonial laws are now abrogated under the 
New Testament.^ 

» (Heb. Chmterix ;) x. 1 : GaL iv. 1— S; Col iu H. • 1 Cor. v. 7 : 2 Cor. 
Til7; Jude,ver8e29. « Cot ^14,16^17; Dan. ix.27i £ph.ii. 15, 1& 

IV. To them also, as a body poHtic, he gave sundry 
judicial laws, which expired together with the state of 
that people, not obUging any other now, further than 
the general equity thereof may require.^ 

1 (Exodus, Chapter zxl ; xxii. 1—29 : See both in the Bible i) Gen xUx. 10. 
with 1 Pet il 13^4; Matt v. 17, 38,39; 1 Cor. ix. 8— 10. 

y. The moral law doth for ever bind all^ as well 
justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof ^ 
and that not only in regard of the matter contained in 
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it, but also in respect of the authority of God, the 
Creator, who gave it.* Neither doth Christ in the 
gospel any way dissolve, but much strengthen this obli- 
gation.3 

1 Rom. xiii. 8, 9 ; {See Section IL note i ;) verse 10; Eph. vi. 2 ; 1 John ii 
3. 4, 7, 8. > James u. 10, 1 h-iSee Section II. note i.) « Matt. v. 17 ; {See 
Section IV. noie i ;) verse 18, 19; James ii. 8; {See Section II, note > ;) Rom. 
iu. 31. 



VI. Although true believers be not under the law 
as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified or con- 
demned ;^ yet is it of great use to them, as well as to 
others ; in that, as a rule of life, informing them of the 
will of God and their duty, it directs and binds them to 
walk accordingly ;* discovering also the sinful pollu- 
tions of their nature, hearts, and lives f so as, examin- 
ing themselves thereby, they may come to further con- 
viction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin ;* to- 
gether with a clearer sight of the need they have of 
Christ, and the perfection of his obedience.^ It is 
likewise of use to the regenerate, to restrain their cor- 
ruptions, in that it forbids sin ;^ and the threatenings of 
it serve to shew what even their sins deserve, and what 
afflictions in this life they may expect for them, although 
freed from the curse thereof threatened in the law.'' 
The promises of it, in like manner, shew them God's 
approbation of obedience, and what blessings they may 
expect upon the performance thereof,^ although not as 
due to them by the law as a covenant of works :^ so as 
a man's doing good, and refraining from evil, because 
the law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the 
other, is no evidence of his being under the law» and 
not under grace.^^ 
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1 Bom. vt 14: viiL 1 ; 6aL U. 16; UL 13: iv. 4. 5; Actsxiii. SB. * Rom. 
▼ii. 12, 28L 25 ; Psahn cxix,4>-< : 1 Cor. viL 19; GaL v. 14, 18, 18--2S.— 5tfe in the 
Bme. SRom.vii.7: iii.20. « James L 23-25 ; Rom. vii. 9, 14, 24. > OaL 
ill. 24 : Rom. viL 2/L—iSee note «, immediately foregoing. Verse 25, noie •.) 
Rom. viU. 3,4 « James ii. 11; Psalm cxix. 101, 104, 12& i Ezra ix. 13, 
14: FBafan Ixxxix. 30-34w « )^. xxtL 1— U^ wUh 2 Cor. vL 16; i^h. vi. 
2, 3; Psalm xxxviL ll.with Matt v. 5; Psalm xix. 11. • GaL il 16: Luke 
xviL 10. 10 Rom. vi 12, 14 : 1 Peter iii. 8—12, with Fftabn xxxi¥. 1«— 16 ; 
Hebt xii 28,29. 

VII. Neither are the forementioned uses of the law 
contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do sweetly 
comply with it ;^ the Spirit of Christ subduing and ena- 
bling the will of man to do that freely and cheerfully 
which the will of God revealed in the law requireth to 
be done.' 

lOaliiLSI. t Esek. xxxii. S7 ; Heb. viii. 10, wM Jec xxxi. 33L 



CHAPTER XX. 

OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY, AND LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 

The liberty which Christ hath purchased for be- 
lievers under the gospel, consists in their freedom from 
the guilt of sin, the condemning wrath of God, the 
curse of the moral law '^ and in their being delivered 
from this present evil world, bondage to Satan, and do- 
minion of sin,' from the evil of afflictions, the sting of 
death, the victory of the grave, and everiasting damna- 
tion ;' as also in their free access to God,^ and their 
yielding obedience unto him, not out of slavish fear, 
but a childlike love, and willing mind.^ All which were 
common also to believers under the law ;^ but under 
the New Testament, the liberty of Christians is further 
enlarged in their freedom from the yoke of the cere- 
monial law, to which the Jewish church was subjected,'' 
and in greater boldness of access to the throne of graee,^ 
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and in fuller communications of the free Spirit of Grod, 
than believers under the law did ordinarily partake of.^ 

lTltuiiS.14; I Then. i. 10; OaL m. la > OaL i. 4 : CoL i. 13 : Act* 
utL JSj Bom. ti 14. > Rom. viii. 28; Fulm cxix.71 : I Cor. xv. 54-<97; 
Ram.^L « Rom. y. 1, 8. » Rom. viiL 14, 15 ; IJohn iv. la • Oal 
iilflLU 7 OaL iv. 1-^6. 7 ; y. 1 ; Acts xv. 10, 11. • Heb. iv. 14^10 S 
x.l^.^ee. tjQhnyaSB,a9;2Cor.m.lS,17,l& 

II. God alone is Liord of the conscience,^ and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men which are in any thing contrary to his word, or 
beside it, in matters of faith or worship.* So that to be- 
lieve such doctrines, or to obey such commandments 
out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of con- 
science f and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an 
absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of 
conscience, and reason also.^ 

1 James iy. 12; Romxiy.4 > Acts iy. 19; y. 89; 1 Cor. ylL 23: Matt. « 
xxiii. 8—10; 2 Cor. I 24; Matt. xy. 9. « Col ii 20, 22, 23; OaL i. 10 : ii. 4, 
5: y. 1. 4Rom. x. 17; xiy. 23; Isa. yiil 20; Actsxyii. 11; John ly. 22; 
Rosea y. 11; Rey.xiii 12, 16, 17; Jer. yiii. 9. 

III. They who, upon pretence of Christian liberty, do 
practise any sin, or cherish any lust, do thereby de^ 
tooy the end of Christian liberty : which is, that being 
delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we might 
serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness before him, all the days of our life.^ 

> Oal y. IS; 1 Feter ii. 16; 2 Peter il 19; John yiU. 34; Luke i. 74^75. 

IV. And because the powers which God hath or- 
dained, and the liberty which Christ hath purchased, 
are not intended by God to destroy, but mutually to 
uphold and preserve one another; they who, upon 
pretence of Christian tiberty, shall oppose any lawful 
power, or the lawful exercise of it, whether it be civil 
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or ecclesiastical, resist the ordinance of God.^ And 
for their publishing of such opinions, or maintaining of 
such practices, as are contrary to the light of nature, or 
to the known principles of Christianity, whether con- 
cerning faith, worship, or conversation ; or to the 
power of godliness ; or such erroneous opinions or prac- 
tices, as either in their own nature, or in the manner of 
publishing or maintaining them, are destructive to the 
external peace and order which Christ hath established 
in the church ; they may lawfully be called to account, 
and proceeded against by the censures of the church,* 
and by the power of the civil magistrate.^ 

1 Matt. 3du25; 1 Peter U. 13, 14, 16; Rom. xiU 1-^; Heb. xiiL 17. > Rom. 




16, 17 ; Neh. xiii 15, 17, 21, 22, 25, 90 ; 2 Kings xxiO, 6, 9, 26, 21 ; 2 Chron. 
XV. 12, 13, 16; xxxiv. 33 } Danid iU. 29 ; 1 Tim. ii. 2; Isa. xUx. 23: Zech 
xiii.2,3. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND THE SABBATH-DAY. 

The light of nature sheweth that there is a God, 
who hath Lordship and sovereignty over all, is good, 
and doeth good unto all ; and is therefore to be feared, 
loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with 
all the heart, and with all the soul, and with all the 
might.^ But the acceptable way of worshipping the 
true God is instituted by himself, and so limited by his ^ 
own revealed will, that he may not be worshipped ac- 
cording to the imaginations and devices of men, or the 
suggestions of Satan, under any visible representa- 
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«tioh, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy 
rScripture.* 

> Rom. i.SO ; Acts xvil 24 1 Fttfan cxix. QB ; Jer. x. 7; Fsalm xxxL S3 ; 
XTiiL 3; bOi. 8; Rom. x. IS ; Joshua xxiv. 14 ; Mark xii. SS. > Deut. xii. 
«: Ifatt. iT.9, 10; xr. 9; Acts xviL 25; Deut xr. 1—20; Exod. xx. 4-«; 

II. Religious worship is to be ^ven to God, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost ; and to him alone :^ not 
to angels, sidnts, or any other creature :^ and, since the 
fall, not without a Mediator ; nor in the mediation of 
any other but of Christ alone.^ 

> 'Blatt iv. 10 ; {See Section /., vote > ;) with /ohn r. 23, urnf 2 Cor. xiiL 14. 
* Col. Ji. 18; Rev. xix. 10; Rom. L 2Sw * John xhr.6; 1 Tim. U. 5; £ph. 
il 18; CoL iilI7. 

ni. Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special 
part of religious worship,^ is by God required of all 
men ;' and, that it may be accepted, it is to be made in 
the name of the Son,^ by the help of his Spirit,* ac- 
cordii\g to his wiU,^ with understanding, reverence, 
humility, fervency, faith, love, and perseverance ;^ and, 
if vocal, in a known toi^ue.'' 

• 1 Fha iv. 6. > Ftahn lxv,2. « John xiv. 13, 14 ; 1 Peter U. 5. « Ron. 
viii.26. & 1 John v. 14. « Psahn xlvH.7: EccL v. 1,2: Heb. xii 28; 
Oea xviii. 27 ; James v, 16; i. 6, 7 ; Mark xi. 24 ; Matt. vi. 12, 14, 15; Cok 
tv. 2 ; Eph. vi la » 1 Cor. xiv. 14. 

IV. Prayer is to be made for things lawful,^ and for 
all sorts of men living, or that shall live hereafter ;' but 
not for the dead,^ nor for those of whom it may be 
known that they have sinned the sin unto death,* 

I (1 John v. \k—See Section III., note \) « 1 Thn. ii. 1. 2 : John xvii, 20 ; 
SSauLTii. 29; Ruth iv. 12. « 2 Sam. xii 2I->23, with Luke xvL 25, W\ 
Rev. xiv. la « 1 John v. 16. 

V. The reading of the Scriptures with godly fear '^ 

4he sound preaching,^- and conscionable hearing of the 

K 
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word, in obedience unto God, with understandings 
faith, and reverence ^^ singing of psalms with grace in 
the heart ;^ as also the due administrattoa a^ worthy 
receiving of the sacraments instituted by Christ ; are 
all parts of the ordinary reHgious worship of God :^ be* 
sides religious oaths^ and vows,'' solemn fiasdi]^^ and 
thanksgivings upon special occasions,^ which are, in 
their several times and seasons, to be used in an holy 
and religious manner.^^ 

1 Act8xy.21; Rev.L3. S2Tbn.iT.2. > JmncfB i SS ; AcIbx.S3; Matt, 
xiii. 19; Heb.iv. 2 ; Isaiah Ixvi. 2. « CoL iii 16 ; Eph. v. 19; James t. la 
»Matt.xxTlii. 19; 1 Cor. xi. 23-29; Acts ii. 4gL «Deut.v!. IS, •&£(* Nefa. 
Xi2», •> Isaiah xix. 21, with Ecd. v. 4, & « Jod ii. 12 : Esther !▼. 16 ; Matt, 
ix. 15; 1 Cor. TiL 5. t (Fulmcvii. ffkrougkotUi} EMmx ix. tt. >• Hebu 
xii.2a 

VI. Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious 
worship, is, now under the gospel, either tied unto, or 
made more acceptable by, any place in which it is per-* 
formed, or towards which it is directed ;^ but God is 
to be worshipped every where* in spirit and in truth ;* 
as in private families* daily,* and in secret each one by 
himself;^ so more solemnly in the pubtic assemblies, 
which are not carelessly or wilfully to be neglected or 
forsaken, when God, by his word or providence^ calleth 
thereunto.'' 

iJohniy.2I. > Malacbi I II ; I Tlin IL & > johniv.83,24. «Jer.x. 
85: Deut vi. 6, 7: Job L 5; 2 Samud vi. 18,80; IFMeriil?; ActBX.8. 
« Matt vi. 11. « Matt ?i. 6; Eph. vL 18. i Isaiah hri. 6,7; Hd). x.25» 
|>nMr.i20,21,24;Tiii.S4s Acts U.4S; xiii. 40 ; Luke iv. 16. 

VII. As it is of the law of nature, that, in general, 
a due proportion of time be set apart for the worship of 
God ; so, in his word, by a positive moral, and perpe-* 
^ual commandment, binding all men in all ages, he hath 
particularly appointed one day in seven for a sabbatl^ 



OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 9tf 

ta be kept holy unto him :^ which from the beginning 
of the )Krorld to the resurrection of Christ, was the last 
day of the week ; and from the resurrection of Christ, 
was changed into the first day of the week,' which in 
Scripture is called the Lord's Day,^ and is to be con* 
tinued to the end of the world, as the Christian Sab- 
bftth.« 



I Bxoduf rs. 8, W.ll J Isaiah M. 2,4^6, r^SeeSecHon VL, note ».) « Gen. 
ii.8, 3; 1 Cor. xrl 1, 2; Acts xx. 7. » Rev. i la * &odu8XX.8, 10; 
(ieenoteli) with Matt v. 17, 18. 



VIIL This sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, 
when men, after a due preparing of their heairts, and 
ordering of their common affairs before-hand, do not 
only observe an holy rest all the day from their own 
works, words, and thoughts about their worldly employ- 
ments and recreations ;^ but also are taken up the whole 
time in the public and private exercises of his worship, 
and in the duties of necessity and mercy.' 

\Exodii8 XX. 8: {See Section FJL, note i ;) xvi 23, 25, 26, 29, 30 : xxxl. 
15^7; Isaiah hriii. 13 : Neh. xiii. ld~19, 21, 22. > Isaiah IvUi. 13; iSee 
mdeis) Hatt xii. 1—13. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

OF LAWFUL OATHS AND VOWS. 

A LAWFUL oath is a part of religious worship,^ 
wherein, upon just occasion, the person swearing so- 
lemnly calleth to God to witness what he asserteth or 
promiseth ; and to judge him according to the truth or 
falsehood of what he sweareth.* 

^J)^^1L,20. * ExQdus XX. 7 s Lev. xix. us s 8 Cor. i. 23 s 2 Chron. vU 
28^23. 
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II. The name of God only is that by which meit 
ought to swear, and therein it is to be used with all 
holy fear and reverence :^ th^efore to swear Tainly or 
rashly by that glorious and dreadful name, or to swear 
at all by any other thing, k siitful, and to be abhorred.^ 
Yet, as in matters of weight and moment, an oath is 
warranted by the Word of God under the New Testa-* 
ment, as well as under the Old :^ so a lawful oath being 
imposed by lawful authority, in such matters, ought to 
be taken.^ 

iDeutTi IS. >Ezoduixx.7: {SeeSectUm I.,noie*i) Jer.v.7^ liatt. 
V. 34, 37 ; James ▼ 12. * Heb. vL 16 : 2 Cor. L 23 ; {See Section L note^^l 
Iiaiiihlxy.l& « IKingsvUi 31; Ncii.xiii.25; £b»x.&. 

III. Whosoever taketh an oath, ought duly to con- . 
sider the weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein 
to avouch nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the 
truth.^ Neither may any man bind himself by oath to . 
any thing but what is good and just, and what he be** . 
lieveth so to be, and what he is able and resolved to 
perform.' Yet it is a sin to refuse an oath touching^ . 
any thing that is good and just, being imposed by law* 
ful authority.^ 

1 Exodus XX. 7: (See Section /., naie > ;) Jer. iy. SL > Gen. xxir. S, 3» Sw 
6, 8, 9. • Numbers y. 19, 21 ; Neb. y. 12 ; ExodusxxU. 7—11. 

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common 
sen^e of the words, without equivocation or mental re- 
servation.^ It cannot oblige to sin ; but in any thing 
not sinful, being taken, it binds to performance, although 
to a man's own hurt ;' nor is it to be violated, although 
made to heretics or infidels.^ 

» Jer. iy. 2 j {See Section III., note i ;) FSabn xxiy. 4. « 1 Sam. xxy. 22, 
32-34; Fsalmxy.4. > Ezekidxyii. 16,18, 19; Joshua ix. 18, 19; wUhiSam, 
xxi. 1. 
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V. A vow is of the like nature with a promissoiy 
oath, and ought to he made with the like religious care» 
and to be performed with the like faithfulness.^ 

ifia.xix.81i £ocle8.y.4-6; FMlmlxi. 6 ; IxvL ISi, 14 

VI. It is not to be made to any creature but to God 
alone :^ and that it may be accepted, it is to be made 
voluntarily, out of faith, and conscience of duty, in way 
of Uiankfulness for mercy received, or for the obtaining 
of what we want ; whereby we more strictly bind our- 
selves to necessary duties, or to other things so far and 
so long as they may fitly conduce thereunto.' 

1 Psalm Ixxvi. 11 ; Jer. xliv. 25. 26. > Deut. xxiil 21-^23 ; Fsalm 1 14 ; Gen. 
xxviu. 20—22 ; i Sam. L 11 ; Psalm Ixvi. 13, 14 liSee Section V. note i ) Pialm 
exxxlLS-^ 

VII. No man may vow to do any thing forbidden in 
the word of God, or what would hinder any duty therein 
commanded, or which is not in his own power, and for 
the performance whereof he hath no promise or ability 
from God.^ In which respects. Popish monastical vows 
of perpetual single Ufe, professed poverty, and regular 
obedience, are so far from being degrees of higher per- 
fection, that they are superstitious and sinful snares^ in 
which no Christian may entangle himself.' 

1 Acts xxiil 12, 14; Mark vL 26; Num. xxx. 5. 8, 12, la • Matt. xix. 
11, 12 ; 1 Cor. vii. 2, 9, 23 ; Eph. iv. 28 ; 1 Peier iv. 2, 

CHAPTER XXIIL 

OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE. 

GrOD, the supreme Lord and £ang of all the world, 

hath orduned civil ^magistrates to be imder him ovei^ 

k3 
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the people, fo^his own glory, and the public good ; and, 
to this end, hath armed them with the power of the 
sword, for the defence and encouragement of them that 
are good, and for the punishment of evil-doers.^ 

1 Rom. xiii. 1—4; 1 Peter ii. 1S» 14. 

II. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute 
the office of a magistrate, when called thereunto :^ in 
the managing whereof, as they ought especially to main* 
tain piety, justice, and peace, according to the whole** 
some laws of each commonwealth f so, for that end, 
they may lawfully, now under the New Testament, 
wage war upon just and necessary occasions.^ 

1 Pro^. TiiL 15, 16; Rom. xUL 1, 8,4— (5ee Section L note U > FBalm ii. 
10—12 ; 1 Tim. ii. 2; Fsalm Ixxxii. 3, 4:2 Samuel xxiii. 3: 1 Ffeter iL ISL— 
{See Section I. note ^.) SLukeiu.l4; Rom.xui.4; (Stfe^^cfuwZiiol^i .•) 
1^ iriii. 9, 10; Acts x. 1,2; Rev. xviL 14, 1& 

III. The ciyil magistrate may not assume to himself 
the administration of the word and sacraments, or the 
power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven :^ yet 
he hath authority, and it is his duty, to take order, that 
unity and peace be preserved in the church, that the 
truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphe- 
mies and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and 
abuses in worship and discipline prevented or reformed, 
and all the ordinances of God duly settled, adminis- 
tered, and observed.* For the better effecting where- 
of, he hath power to call synods, to be present at them, 
and to provide that whatsoever is transacted in them be 
according to the mind of God.^ 

1 2 Chron. xxtI. 18 with Bfatt xviil 17, and xvi 19: 1 Cor. xU. 28,29; Etoh. 
ir. 11, 12 ; 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2; Rom. x. 15; Heb. v. 4w « Isaiah xlix. 23; Vti&a 
rr ,v « , ^ -. _ •' ~ xia 6, 6, 12; 2 Kings 

Chron. xxziv. SSs xt. 
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IV. It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates,^ 
to honour their persons,' to pay them tribute and other 
dues,' to obey their lawful commands, and to be sub<* 
ject to their authority for conscience' sake.^ InfideHty, 
or difference in religion, doth not make void the magis- 
trate's just and legal authority, nor free the people from 
their due obedience to him :^ from which ecclesiastical 
persons are not exempted ;® much less hath the Pope 
any power or jurisdiction over them in their dommions, 
or over any of their people ; and least of all to deprive 
them of their dominions or lives, if he shall judge them 
to be heretics, or upon any other pretence whatso- 
ever.'' 

UTim.ii.1.2. «1 Peter iL 17. « Rom, xiil 6, 7. «RonLxm.55 
Titttll. ft 1 Peter U. IS, 14, 16. < Romans xiii. 1: 1 Kings U. S5 ; Adc 
xxv. O-ll ; 2 Peter iL 1, 10, 11 1 JudeS-11. '' 2 Thess. il 4 ; Rev. xiii. 
15-17. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. 

Marriage is to be between one man and one woman : 
neither is it lawful for any man to have more than one 
wife, nor for any woman to have more than one hus-* 
band at the same time.^ 

iGen.ii.24; Matt xix.5^6; Proverbs IL 17. 

II. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of 
husband and wife ;^ for the increase of mankind with a 
legitimate issue, and of the church with an holy seed ;* 
and for preventing of uncleanness.^ 

AGcii.U.18^ «MaLii.l& ilCar.TiLS,9^ 
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III* It is lawful for ail sorts of people to marry who 
are able with judgmeiit to give their consent r^ yet it it 
the duty of 'Christians to marry only in the Lord.^ 
And therefore such as profess the true reformed reli- 
gion should not marry with infidels. Papists, or other 
idolaters : neither should sudi as are godly be unequally 
yoked, by marrying with sudi as are notoriously wicked 
in their Hfe, or maintain damnable h^esies.' 

• » H*. xiiL 4; 1 Tim. ir.S; 1 Cor. vil 96—38; Gen. xxlv. ff7, 58. • 1 Cor. 
vu.a9. s Oen. xxxiv. 14 : Exodus xxxiv. Iti: Deut vii. 3,4: 1 Saiigsxi.4s 
N^ X1&S&-427; MaLiU 11, 18; 2 Cor. yrl 14 

IV. Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of 
consanguinity or affinity forbidden in the word ;^ nor 
can such incestuous marriages ever be made lawful by 
any law of man, or consent of parties, so as those per-' 
sons may live together as man and wife.^ The man 
may not marry any of his wife's kindred nearer in blood 
than he may of his own, nor the woman of her hus- 
band's kindred nearer in blood than of her own.^ 

> Ler. xvia : 1 Cor. ▼. 1; AmosiL?. >M«:kTi.l8i Lev. xviU. 24-SS. 
»Lev.xx.l9t-Sl, 

• V. Adultery or fornication committed after a con- 
tract, being detected before marriage, giveth just occa* 
dion to the innocent party to dissolve that contract.* 
In the case of adultery after marriage, it is lawftil for 
the innocent party to sue out a divorce,' and, after the 
divorce, to marry another, as if the offending party were 
dead.' 

iMattLia-Sa *Mattv.31,32. * Matt, xix. 9 ; Rom. vi. 2, 3. 

VI. Although the corruption of man be such as is 
apt to study aigumepts, undnljr io put aeuader those 
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whom God hath joined together m marriage ; yet no- 
thing hut adultery, or such wilful desertion a& can no 
way he remedied hy the church or civil magistrate, is 
cause sufficient of dissolving the hond of marriage i^ 
wherein a public and orderly course of proceeding is to 
be observed, and the persons concerned in it not left ta 
their own wills and discretion in their own case.' 

1 Matt. xix. 8, 9; {See Section F„ note > |) 1 Cor. viL 15; Matt. xix.fi,. 
> Deut xxiv. 1—4. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

OF THE CHURCH. 

The catholic or universal church, which is invisible, 
consists of the whole number of the elect that have 
been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ 
the head thereof: and is the spouse, the body, the ful* 
ness of him that fiUeth all in all.^ 

1 Eph. i. 10, 22, 23 ; v. 23, 27, 32 ; CoL i. la 

II. The visible church, which is also catholic or 
universal under the gospel, (not confined to one nation, 
as before under the law,) consists of all those through- 
out the world that profess the true religion,* together 
with their children ;' and is the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,^ the house and family of God,^ out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation^^ 

1 1 Cor.l2; xil 12, 13; F8alinil.8; Rev. vli.9; Rom. xv. ft-.12. >1 Cor. 
til. 14; Actsiift); Ezek. xvl 20,21 ; Ramans xL 16; Gen. iU. 15; xvn.7« 
SMatt.xm.47i Isa.ix.7. « Eph.il 19; iii. 15. »Act8U.«7. 

III. Unto this catholic visible church Christ hath 
given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God, 
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lor the gathering and perfecting of the saints in this 
life, to the end of the worM : and doth by his own pre- 
sence and Spirit, according to his promise, make them 
effectual thereunto.^ 

1 1 Cot. zU. SS; £^ iy. 11^13; Matt. xxviii. Ui, SOs IwiBliUx. SI. 

IV. This catholic church hath been sometimes more, 
sometimes less visible.^ And particular churches, which 
are members thereof, are more or less pure, according 
as the doctrine of the gospel is taught and embraced, 
ordinances administered, and public worship performed 
more or less purely in them.* 

I Rom. xi. 3, 4; Rar. xii.(>, 14 * Bev. ChapUrt ii ondm,-, 1 Cor.T. 6, 7. 

V. The purest churches under heaven are subject 
both to mixture and error ;^ and some have so degene- 
rated as to become no churches of Christ, but syna* 
gogues of Satan.* Nevertheless, there shall be always 
a church on earth to worship God according to his 
will.3 

U Cor. xlii. 12 ; Rev. ChajUert it and ui. ; Matt. ziii. 24-SO, Vt. > Rer. 
xviii 2: Rom. xi. 18—22. > Matt xvi. 18; Psalm Ixxii. 17 ; di. 28; Matt. 
xxvUl 1^ 20 J {JSee SecUon IIL mate i, ttmmediatefyforegomg.) 

VI. There is no other head of the church but the 
Lord Jesus Christ ;^ nor can the Pope of Rome in 
any sense be head thereof ; but is that antichrist, that 
man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalteth himself 
in the church against Christ, and all that is called 
God.* 

>CoLi.l8i £ph.L22. sMatt. xxiii; &<-10| 2 Thes8.U. 3^4^0,9; Rer« 
xiU.6L 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

OF COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 

All saints that are united to Jesus Christ their head 
by his Spirit, and by faith, have fellowship with him in 
his graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory.' 
And being united to one another in love, they have 
communion in each other's gifts and graces f and are 
obliged to the performance of such duties, public and 
private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in 
the inward and outward man.^ 

1-1 John L 3 ; Eph. iiL 1&-I9 ; John i. 16 ; Eph. it 5, 6 ; Pha Hi 10 ; Rom. 
vi.5,6; STinLii 12. > Eph. iv. 15, 16: 1 Cor. xu.7: iiL 21—23; CoLii. 1». 
s 1 Thess. ▼. 11, 14; Rom. i.11, 12, 14; 1 John iii 16-18; GaL tL 10. 

II. Saints, by profession, are bound to maintain an 
holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God,, 
and in performing such other spiritual services as tend 
to their mutual edification ;^ as also in relieving each 
other in outward things, according to their several abi- 
lities and necessities. Which communion, as God of- 
fereth opportunity, is to be extended unto all those 
who in every place call upon the name of the Lord 
Jesus.^ 

iHeb.x.a4,85; ActBiL42,46; IsaiahilS; lCor.xL20L • Acts ii. 44,45; 
1 John iii. 17 ; {See Section /., note > ;) 2 Cor. Chaptert Viii. and ix. ; Actt xi. 
89,90. 

III. This communion which the saints have with 
Christ, doth not make them in any wise partakers of 
^e substance of his Godhead, or to be equal with 
Christ in any respect : either of which to affirm is im- 
pious and blasphemous.^ Nor doth their commanion 
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oiie with another, as saints, take away or infringe the 
title or property which each man hath in his goods and 
possessions.^ 

1 CoL I 18, 19; 1 Cor. viii. 6; Isaiah xUL 8 : 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16: FUlm xtr. 
7, wtfAHeb.i.8,8. •Exodmxz. iSi Eph.iv.28; AeUv.i. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the cove*- 
nant of grace,^ immediately instituted by God,^ to re- 
present Christ and his benefits, and to confirm onr in- 
terest in him ;^ as also to put a visible difference be* 
tween those that belong unto the church and the rest 
of the world ;^ and solemnly to engage them to the ser- 
vice of God in Christ, according to his word.^ 

1 Rom. iv. 11 ; Gen. xviL 7, 10.— See Section III., note \) * Matt xxriii. 
10; 1 Cor.XL2a « 1 Cor. x. 16; xi. 25,26: Gal. ill. 17, 27. « Rom. xv. 8; 
Bxodiu xii. 48; Gen. xxxiv. 14. & Rom. tlS, 4 ; 1 Cor, x. 16; (Seenote* ;) 
verse 21. 

II. There is in every sacrament a spiritual relation, 
or sacramental union, between the sign and the thing 
signified ; whence it comes to pass, that the names and 
effects of the one are attributed to the other.^ 

• - . * • 

iGenedsxviLlO; Matt xxvi 27, 28 ; Titus iii.5. 

III. The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacra- 
ments, rightly used, is not conferred by any power in 
them ; neither doth the efficacy of a sacrament depend 
upon the piety or intention of him that doth administer 
it,* but upon the work of the Spirit,* and the word of 
institution; which contains, together with a precept 
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aathorising tiie use thereof, a promise of benefit to wor- 
thy receivers.' 

1 Rom. ii 88,89; 1 Peter ill. ». a Matt i!L 11 ; J Cor. xiS. 13. « Matt. 
xxTi27, 88; {See Section IL, note i ;) Matt. xxvUL 19; {See Section /.. 
note*;) verseSO. 

IV. There be only two sacraments ordained by 
Christ our Lord in the gospel, that is to say, Baptism, 
and the Supper of the Lord ; neither of which may be 
dispensed by any but by a minister of the word, law- 
fully ordained.^ 

i Matt KXTiii. 19{ 1 Cor, ir. 1 i xi. SO, 23 ; Heb. v. 4. . 

V. The sacraments of the Old Testament, in regard 
of the spiritual things thereby signified and exhibited, 
were, for substance, the same with those of the New.* 

•lCor.x.i--t 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 

OF BAPTISM. 

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, or-- 
dained by Jesus Christ,^ not only for the solemn ad- 
mission of the party baptized into the visible church,^ 
bijTt also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant 
of grace,* of his ingrafting into Christ,* of regeneration,* 
of remission of sins,^ and of his giving up unto God 
through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life z' which 
sacrament is, by Christ's own appointment, to be conti- 
nued in his church until the end of the world.^ 

1 Matt xxviil Id^See Section IF,, note\) t ] Cor. xii la * Rom. W, II. 
«9«ftCol.U.li.l8. «GaLm.a7; KaDUTLA. »Tttiuiii.5. 'MarkU^ 
V Bom. vi 9> 4k < Matt xxTfiL 19; {See Section IV., note i ;) veneSO. 
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II. The outward el^iient to be cned m thk saem^ 
ment is water, wherewith the party is to be bi^pCiied in 
the name oi the Father, and of the Son, uid of the 
Holy Ghost, by a minister of the gospel, lawfully ealled 
thereunto.* 

1 Matt. liL n ; zxtl&W; John LSS; {See Seetiom JF„ note 1 1 Mtgoing 
Ckapier rene 80s (^ Seetiom I^ note*.) 

III. Dipping of the person into the water is not ne« 
cessary ; but baptism is rightly admimstered by pevring 
or sprinkling water upon the person.^ 

IV. Not only those that do actually profess fadlh in 
and obedience unto Christ,^ but also the in&nts of one 
or both belieying parents are to be baptized.^ 

1 Mark xvl 15, 16; Acts TiU. 97,38. • Gexi. xirii.7, 9, wiA OaL iii.& I4« 
CoLii.ll, 18. ofMf Acts 1138,301 imA Roia ir. 11, 18 ; I Cor. TiLM; VMt 
xxviii. 19 sMaik x. 13-16; Ldce xriii. 1& 

V. Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect 
this ordinance,^ yet grace and salyation are not so inse- 
parably annexed unto it, as that no person can be Rege- 
nerated or saved without it,^ or that all that are bap- 
tised are uiuloubtedly regenerated.' 

1 1iKd^yU. 3G^fl9«fr ]^oa«a iv. 8U4i& • Ban. It. \U See SummJtr^ 
>le*i) Acts X. 8^ 4^88, 31,45, «7. « AcU viii. 13, 83. 

VI. The. educaey of baptism i» not tied to ihaft m^ 
ment of tuoa wherein it is administered ;^ yet notwitli« 
standing, by the right use of this otiMnaace, the fsw» 
promised is not (Holy offered, but really exh^it^ed awl 
cimlerred by the Holy Ghosts to such, (whetlMnr of age 
or infants) as that grape beWngeth uutOy acoor^jjpg to 
the counsel of God's own will^ in his appointed timc^' 

ilofanili.5,8. tGdUI.?7iXltiMfli.5iI^ti8^86«Ac<ili.8Q^4|i 



m/ote 
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VII. The sacrament ai baptism is but once to be 
administered to any person.^ 

t Titufl lit S; (5« Seetiom FX, «ofe«.) 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

OF THE lord's SUPPER. 

Otjr L<^ Jesns, in tire night wherein he was be- 
trayed, instituted the sacrament of his body and blood 
called the Lord's Supper, to be observed in his church 
unto the end of the world, for the perpetuiBd remem- 
brance of the sacrifice of himself in his death, the sealing 
all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual 
nourishment and growth in him, their further engage- 
ment in and to all duties which they owe uiito him, 
and to be a bond and pledge of their communion with 
him, and with each other, as members of his mystical 
body.' 

1 1 Cor. X. 16, 17,21 ; xL 23-86; xii. 1& 

II. In this sacrament Christ is iiot offered up to his 
Father, nor any real sacrifice made at all for remission 
of sins of the quick or dead;^ but only a commemora- 
tion of that obe offering up of himself, by himself, upon 
€bB cross, once for all, and a spiritual oblation of all pos-^ 
fli^e praise unto God for the same ;' so that the Popish 
sacrifice of the mass, as they call it, is most abominaiily 
injurious to Christ's one only sacrifice, the alone propi- 
tiation for all the sins of the elect.' 

1 Hd>. ix.28,S5. 86, 88. « 1 Cor.ix. 84-86: {See Section L,note i ;) Matt, 
xxvi. 86,87. sHebviLSS(,8ft,87}X.lUlil4»l& 
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III. The LfOrd Jesus hath, ui this orduiancev ap- 
pointed his ministers to declare his word of institutioo 
to the people, to pray, and hless the elements of hread 
and wine, and thereby to set them apart from a conunon 
to an holy use ; and to take and break the bread, to 
take the cup, and (they commumcating also themselves) 
to give both to the communicants ;^ but to none who 
are not then present in the congregation.^ 



iMatt XTfl2R,27i{SeeSeeti(mJI.,note*iy ▼ene28, amdHukjir, ^ — 
S4. and Luke xxii 19, 20, with 1 Cor. xi 23—26 ; {See Section /., note i.) 
> Acts XX.7 i 1 Cor. xi £& 

IV. Private masses, or receiving the sacrament by a 
priest, or any other, alone ;^ as likewise the denial of 
the cup to the people ;* worshipping the elements, the 
lifting them up, or carrying them about for adoration, 
and the reserving them for any pretended religious use ; 
are all contrary to the nature of this sacrament, and to 
the institution of Christ.' 

1 1 Cor. X.6. a Mark xiv. 23; {See Section IL, note*;) 1 Cor. xL 25,9^2 
{See Sectionl., note i ;) verses 27-4291 > Blatt xv. ft 

V. The outward elements in this sacrament, duly 
set apart to the uses ordained by Christ, have such re- 
lation to him crucified, as that truly, yet sacramentally 
only, they are sometimes called by the name of the 
things they represent, to wit, the body and blood of 
Christ ;^ albeit, in substance and nature, they still re- 
main truly and only bread and wine, as they were be- 
fore.* 

ilfattxxTi.S&-J». •lCor.xLS(M»: M«ttxxT!.£9. 

VI. That doctrine which maintains a change of the 
substance of bread and wine into the substance of 
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Christ's body and blood (commonly called Transub- 
stantiation) by conseeratioH of a priest, or by any other 
way, is repugnant not to Scripture alone, but even to 
common sense and reason ; overthroweth the nature of 
the sacrament ; and hath been and is the cause of ma- 
nifoki superstitions, yea, of gross idolatries.^ 

1 Acts UL SI, wm 1 Cor. xi. S4-S6; {8ee Section F., note*-,) Ixikt xir. 

VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the 
visible ele'ments in this sacrament,^ do then also inwardly 
by &ith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corpo- 
rally, but spiritually, receive and feed upon Christ cm- 
eifted, and all benefits of his death : the body and blood 
of Christ being then not corporaUy or camaBy in, with, 
or under the bread and wine ; yet as really, but spiri- 
tually, present to the faith of believers in that ordi- 
nance, as the elements themselves are to their outward 



senses.^ 



^ I Cot, ia^2d^8ee Section F.,f»ote^.) siGor.x.l6. 

VIII. Although ignorant and wicked men receive the 
outward elements in this sacrament, yet they receive 
not the thing ^gnified thereby ; but by their unworthy 
coming thereunto are guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord, to their own damnation. Wherefore all ig- 
norant and ungocQy persons, as they are unfit to enjoy 
communion with him, so are they unworthy of the 
Lord's table, and cannot, without great sin against 
Christ, while they remain such, partake of these holy 
mysteries,^ or be admitted thereunto.' 

1 1 Cor. xi 27. SB; (Se« Section F.. note • :) verae 29 : 2 Cor. vi. 14—16. 
* 1 C<». r. «^ 7, iSs tf tKm. IB.^ Mk lijISlftt Tli. «. 

La 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

OF CHURCH CENSURES. 

The Lord Jesus, as king and head of his churchy 
hath therein appointed a government in the hand of 
church officers, distinct from the civil magistrate.^ 

1 Isaiah ix. 6, 7; lTim.T.17; lThe8B.y.lSs Acta zx. 17,18; H£b.sia7, 
17, 24s 1 Cor. xil 28 ; Matt, xxviii. ]8-2a 

II. To these officers the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven are committed, hy virtue whereof they have 
power respectively to retain and remit sins, to shut that 
kingdom against the impenitent, hoth by the word and 
censures ; and to open it unto penitent sinners, by the 
ministry of the gospel, and by absolution from censulres, 
as occasion shall require.^ 

1 Matt xvi 19; xviiL 17, 18; Jofao xx. 21-4»s 2 Cor. U. 6-& 

III. Church censures are necessary for the reclaim- 
ing and gaining of offending brethren ; for deterring of 
others from the like offences ; for purging out of that 
leaven which might infect the whole lump ; for vindi- 
cating the honour of Christ, and the holy profession of 
the gospel ; and for preventing the wrath of God, 
which might justly fall upon the church, if they should 
suffer his covenant, and the seals thereof, to be pro- 
faned by notorious and obstinate offenders.^ 

1 1 Cor V. : 1 Tim.1 20; v. 20 ; Matt. vii. 6; 1 Cor. xi. 27, «9 Oe end, wUh 
Jude, verse 23. 

IV. For the better attaining of these ends, the offi- 
cers of the church are to proceed by admomtioii> sus* 
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pension from the sacrament of the Liord's Supper for a 
season, and by excommunication from the church, ae-^ 
cording to the nature of the crime, and demerit of the 
person.^ 

iTheM. ▼.18; 2X11688^ iiLQ,l4, 15; 1 Cor ▼.4,5,13$ ]firttzviiL17s TItuf 

221a 2U« 



CHAPTER XXXL 

OF SYNODS AND COUNCILS. 

For the better government, and further edification 
of the church, there ought to be such assemblies as are 
commonly called Synods or Councils.^ 

iAct8X7.8,4,& 

II. As magistrates may lawfully call a synod of mi- 
nisters, and other fit persons, to consult and advise with 
about matters of religion;^ so if magistrates be open 
enemies to the church, the ministers of Christ, of them- 
selves, by virtue of their office, or they, with other fit 
persons upon delegation from their churches, may meet 
together in such assemblies.^ 

1 Isaiah xlix. 23: 1 Tlxn. ii. 1,2; 2 Chnm. xix. 8, tothe end; Chapten xxix. 
and XXX. ikrovehouti Matt ii 4, 5; Ftov. xl 14 • Acts x^. 2, 4; (See 
Section /., note > ;) verses 22, 23, 25. 

III. It belongeth to synods and councils ministe- 
rially to determine controversies of faith, and cases of 
conscience ; to set down rules and directions for the 
better ordering of the public worship of God, and go- 
vernment of his chmrch ; to receive complaints in cases 
of mal-administration, and authoritatively to determine 
the same: which decrees and determinations^ if jconso- 
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nant to the tirord of God, am to be recced wiUi reve- 
ranee mi submiaiioiiy not otAy feir thdr agreement with 
tk^ wordy bat also for the pover iHberdby -thej wn 
made, as being an ordinance of God, appcnnted there- 
unto in his vord.^ 



1 Acts XV. 15^ 19, 9i, 27-31; {tee im the BtNei) Acta xri. 4; Matt. xvUL 

17-ao. 

IV. All synods or couficEs since the apostles' times^ 
whether general or particular^ may err, and many have 
erred ; therefore they are not to be made the rule of 
fidth or practice, but to be used as an hel^ ia both.^ 

lEI^tLSOi Act8XviLll;lCor.fi.5sSC^.i.9«. 

V. Synods and councHs are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical ; and are not to 
iRiemfeddle wkh civH affairs, which concern the com- 
monwealth, unless by Way of humble petition, in cases 
extraordinary ; or by way of adrice for salasfeetion of 
conscience, if they be thereunto required by the ciyil 
magistrate.' 

1 LukexiL IS, 14; John xviii. 36. 

CHAPTER XXXII.' 

OF THE STATE OF MEN AFTER DEATH, AND OF THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 

Twif bodies of men after death return to dust, and 
sefe corruption ;^ but their souls, (which neither die nor 
deep,) havii^ an immcnrtal subsistence, immediately re* 
tmm to God who gave them.* The souls of the righi- 
teousy bemgthmi node perfect 'm hoiiaen, are received 
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into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of 
God in light and glory, waiting for the fiill redemption 
of their bodies ;' and the souls of the wicked are cast 
into hell, where they remain in torments and utter 
darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day.^ 
Besides these two places for souls separated from their 
bodies, the Scripture acknowledgeth none. 

iGen.m.19; ActsxiiLSS. SLukexxm.4S: EocIe8.xiL7. SHeb.xiL 
SS; 2 Car. y. 1.6,8; PhiLL23; ActaiilSl; j^iv.ia «Lukexvi.23,S4s 
Acts L 25i Jude 6,7; 1 Peter iii. 19. ^^ 

II. At the last day, such as are found alive shall not 
die, but be changed ;^ and all the dead shall be raised 
up with the self-same bodies, and none other, although 
with different qualities, which shall be united again to 
their souls for ever.* 

xiTheBsiv. 17; 1 Cor. xv. 51, 58. • Jobxix.20,27; 1 Cor; XT. 40-41 

III. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of 
Christ, be raised to dishonour; the bodies of the just, 
by his Spirit, unto hooour, and be made conformable to 
his own glorious body.^ 

1 Acts xxiv. 15; John ▼. 28, 29 ; 1 Cor. xr. 48; {See Beetkm JL, noU •$) 
Phiim.21. 



CHAPTER XXXIIL 

OF THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

God hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the 
world in righteousness by Jesus Christ,* to whom all 
power and judgment is given of the Father.* In which 
day, not only the apostate angiels shall be judged,' bul 
likewise all persons that have lived upon earth shall i^- 
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pe«r heht^ the tdbunid of Christy to give an accomit of 
€Mbt tfaooghtS) wordg, and deeds, and to receive ac- 
eordmg to irhat thejr have done in the body, whetiher 
goodorevil.^ 

lAetsxvlLil. *J€lmv.«e,9T. siCir. ^Sj laiteaf jBtti^kmM- 
XXXJI.SeaianL.noee*j) 8£eterii.4. «2Cor.T. 10; Eod. xU. 14: Ban. U. 



II. The end of God's appointing this day is for the 
manifeiitation of the glory of \m mercy in the iBtemal 
salvation of the elect, and of his justice in the damna- 
tion of the reprobate, who are meked and ^Ksobecfient. 
For then shali the righteous go into everlasting hf^ 
and receive that MnesB of joy and refresAdiig whidi 
diaH come from the presence of the L<Nrd; but the 
wicked, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal tormentsy and 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
senoe of the Lord, and from die glory of his power.^ 

*Ut!d.TKr.^,io1keenai Itoin.tt.& «; Ix.'tt.SSs Msttxxr.fl; Adi 
iii.l9s STheyui.?— lOt kSefimikejme.) 

III. As Christ would have us t6 be ccMunly pe^* 
saaded that Ihere ^bldl be a ^y of jud^en^ both to 
deter all men from sin, and for the greater consolation 
of the godly in their adversity ;* so will he have that 
day unknown to men, that they may shake off all car- 
nal security, and be always watchful, because they know 
not at what hour the Lord will come ; and may be ever 
prepared to say. Come, Lord J^sus, come quickly. 
Amen.' 



ttr|BtUi.l].lA;fiCflr.T.10; {See StaUmL mete* i)rmelUtt^tm. t 
&-li Luke xxL £7, 2Bi Rom. vUi 23-S5. * Matt xtly, S8,4C44t (&9 



DECLARATION OF FAITH, 

OF THE 
CONOREOATIONAL OR IKDEFEKDENT DISSIKTEBS, 

AS AOOPTBD AT THl 

GENERAL MEETING 

or TBS 

CCfNORSGATIONAL UNION OP ENGLAND AND WALKS, 
BMatthnrlMfrary,IamhH,m,M,aHdiethMayy 1833. 

The English Dissenters, who bear the name '< Con- 
gregational," or '* Independent," disclaim the usq of 
Creeds or Confessions of faith, yet have they, recently, 
published '^ A Declaration" of their faith, which, at 
universally received by the ministers and churches of 
that very numerous denomination, may appropriately 
be inserted here, — as it is stated that ** no minister and 
no church among them would deny the substance of 
any one of the doctrines" it contains. 

PRINCIPLES OF RELIGION. 

I. The Scriptures of the Old Testament, as received 
by the Jews, and the books of the New Testament, as 
received by the Primitive Christians from the Evange**' 
lists and Apostles, Congregational Churches believe to 
be divinely inspired, and of supreme authority. These 
writings in the languages in' which they were originally 
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composed, are to be consulted, by the aids of sound 
criticism, as a final appeal in all controversies ; but the 
common version they consider to be adequate to the 
ordinary purposes of Christian instruction and edification. 

II. They believe in one God, essentially wise, holy, 
just, and good ; eternal, infinite, and immutable, in all 
natural and moral perfections ; the Creator, Supporter, 
and Governor of all beings, and of all things. 

III. They believe that God is revealed in the Scrip- 
tures, as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and 
that to each are attributed the same Divine properties 
and perfections. The doctrine of the Divine existence, 
as above stated, they cordially believe, without attempt- 
ing fiilly to explain. 

IV. They believe that man was created after the 
Divine image, sinless, and in his kind perfect. 

V. They believe that the first man disobeyed the 
Divine command, fell from his state of innocence and 
purity, and involved all his posterity in the conse- 
quences of that fall. 

VI. They believe that therefore all mankind are 
bom in sin, and that a fatal inclination to moral evil, 
utterly incurable by human means, is inherent in every 
descendant of Adam. 

VII. They beKeve that God having, before the foun- 
dation of the world, designed to redeem fallen man, 
made disclosmres of his mercy, which were the grounds 
of fedth and hope from the earliest ages. 

VIII. They believe that God revealed more fully 
to Abraham the covenant of his grace ; and, having 
promised that from his descendants should arise the. 
Deliverer and Redeemer of mankind, set that patriarch 
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and his posterity apart, as a race specially favoured and 
separated to his service ; a peculiar church, fornied 
and carefully preserved, under the Divine sanction and 
government, until the birth of the promised Messiah. 

IX. They beHeve that, in the fulness of the time, 
the Son of God was manifested in the flesh, being born 
of the Virgin Mary, but conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit ; and that our Lord Jesus Christ was both 
the Son of man, and the Son of God ; — ^partaking fully 
and truly of human nature, though without sin, — equal 
with the Father, and " the express image of his person.** 

X. They believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
revealed, either personally in his own ministry, or by 
the Holy Spirit in the ministry of his apostles, the 
whole mind of God, for our salvation ; and that by his 
obedience to the Divine law while he lived, and by his 
sufferings unto death, he meritoriously <^ obtained eter-^ 
nal redemption for us ; having thereby vindicated and 
illustrated Divine justice, " magnified the law,** and 
^^ brought in everlasting righteousness." 

XI. They brieve that, after his death and resurrec- 
tion, he ascended up into heaven, where, as the Media- 
tor, " ever liveth" to rule over all, and to " make inter- 
cession for them that come unto God by him." 

XII. They believe that the Holy Spirit is given in 
consequence of Christ^s mediation, to quicken and re- 
new the hearts of men ; and that his influence is indis* 
p6nsably necessary to bring a sinner to true repentance, 
to produce saving faiUi, to regenerate Uie heart, and to 
pecfect our sanctification. 

XIII. They belbv^ that we are justified through 



122 PRINCIPLES OF RELIGION. 

faith' in Christ; as <<the Lord our righteousness,'' and 
not " by the works of the Law." 

XIV. They believe that all who will be saved w«re 
the objects of God's eternal and electing love, and 
were given by an act of Divine sovereignty to the Son 
of God ; which in no way interferes with the system 
of meins, nor with the grounds of human responsibility; 
being wholly unrevealed as to its objects, and not a nde 
of human duty. 

XV. They believe that the Scriptures teach the final 
perseverance of all true beHevers to a state of eternal 
b!e3sedness, which they are appointed to obtain through 
constant faith in Christ, and uniform obedience to his 
commands. 

XVI. They believe that a holy life will be the ne- 
cessary effect of a true faith, and that good works are 
the certain fruits of a vital union to Christ. 

XVII. They believe that the sanctification of true 
Christians, or their growth in the graces of the Spirit, 
and meetness for heaven, is gradually carried on 
through the whole period during which it pleases God 
to continue them in the present Ufe ; and that, at death, 
their souls, perfectly freed from all remains of evil, are 
immediately received into the presence of Christ. 

XVIII. They believe in the perpetual obligation of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper : the former to be ad- 
ministered to all converts to Christianity and their chil- 
dren, by the application of water to the subject, '4n the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ;" and the latter to be celebrated by Christian 
churches as a token of faith in the Saviour, and of bro- 
therly love. 
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XIX. They believe that Christ will finally come to 
judge the whole human race, according to their works ; 
that the bodies of the dead will be raised again ; and 
that, as the Supreme Judge, he will divide the righteous 
from the wicked, will receive the righteous into " life 
everlasting," but send away the wicked into " everlasting 
punishment." 

XX. They believe that Jesus Christ directed his fol- 
lowers to Uve together in Christian fellowship, and to 
maintain the communion of saints ; and that, for this 
purpose, they are jointly to observe all Divine ordi- 
nances, and maintain that church order and discipline, 
which is either expressly enjoined by inspired institution, 
or sanctioned by the undoubted example of the apos- 
tles, and of apostolic churches. 



THE END. 



DUBLIN : 

PRINTED BY THOMAS I. WHITE. 65. FLEET STREET. 



} 



